Report for the IMPAC statewide meeting for 2006 for Sociology.
Peter J. Burke, UC Riverside, Sociology Lead

Present at meeting: Peter Burke, UC Riverside; Kathleen Kaiser, CSU Chino; Obed Vazquez, Diablo Valley College; Karen Baum, Mira Costa College; Peter Chua, San Jose State University; Victor Shaw, CSU Northridge; Mitra Hoshiar, Pierce College; Marie Butler, Oxnard College; Richard Valencia, Fresno City College; Carl Stempel, CSU East Bay; Tonmar Johnson, Salano College.

Discussion centered on reviewing the CAN descriptors and the proposed student learning outcomes (SLOs). With respect to the CAN descriptors, it was discovered that a change had occurred in the wording of the SOC 6 (Introduction to statistics in sociology). At some point the required application of statistical software to social data had been changed to a recommendation rather than a requirement. The requirement of this application was reaffirmed so that SOC 6 could fulfill basic math requirements. The full set of agreed upon descriptors are given below.
The discussion of the SLOs was very productive. It was clear that there is much similarity across segments in the student learning outcomes. Some minor changes and additions were made to the outcomes with the final approval of the set given below.
Actions: 

1. We agreed on the following descriptors (which involves a change in the Sociology 6 (Introduction to Statistics in Sociology) to bring it into agreement with meeting the GE requirements for math.

CAN SOC 2

Title:
Introduction to Sociology

Description:
An introductory study of the basic concepts, theoretical approaches, and methods of sociology.  Topics typically include the analysis and explanation of social structure, group dynamics, socialization and self, social stratification, culture and diversity (to replace cultural diversity), social change, and global dynamics. Course objectives include the ability to apply sociological ideas to everyday life.

CAN SOC 4

Title:
Introduction to Social Problems

Description:
An identification and analysis of contemporary social problems including (1) the role of power and ideology in the definition of social problems, (2) their causes and consequences, (3) evaluations of proposed solutions, and (4) methods of intervention.  Topics will vary.

CAN SOC 6

Title:
Introduction to Statistics in Sociology

Description:
Prerequisite:  competency in intermediate algebra or satisfaction of ELM (for CSU only). Students apply statistical methods to sociological data.  Topics include: descriptive and inferential statistics usually include levels and types of measurement; measures of central tendency and dispersion; normal, t, and chi-square distributions, probability and hypothesis testing, correlation and regression.  Applications of statistical software to sociology and/or other social science data required.

CAN SOC 8

Title:
Introduction to Research Methods

Description:
Prerequisite: CAN SOC 2 Recommended pre or co-requisite: CAN SOC 6 or equivalent

Students examine fundamental elements of empirical research and the ways sociologists think critically. Includes attention to the nature of theory, hypotheses, variables, and ethics of research. Application of qualitative and quantitative analytic tools including logic and research design, such as survey, observational, experimental, case study, and comparative historical research. Computer applications recommended.
2. We agreed to the following student learning outcomes for the above courses.

CAN SOC 2

Title:
Introduction to Sociology

Students will be able to:
· Understand and apply the sociological imagination to a variety of contemporary social issues/problems.
· Understand the historical development of Sociology as a separate discipline.
· Distinguish between the use of common sense and systematic analyses.
· Identify, compare and apply the primary theories.

· Explain and apply key sociological concepts.
· Describe and explain the basic dimensions of social inequality and social change in historical and contemporary society.
· Assess what social forces and organizational structures are most prominent in shaping, guiding and influencing individual and group behavior in contemporary society.
CAN SOC 4

Title:
Introduction to Social Problems

Students will be able to:

· demonstrate understanding of major social problems concerning the U.S. and the world;

· analyze local, regional, and national social problems in global context;

· identify, and distinguish between, causes and consequences of social problems;

· analyze social problems using sociological approaches and concepts;

· find and interpret qualitative and quantitative information about social problems; 

· identify and evaluate policies that address social problems and assess the policies’ impact on society;

CAN SOC 6

Title:
Introduction to Statistics in Sociology

Students will be able to:

· Practice and use basic mathematical techniques;

· Conduct elementary numerical computations; interpret the results in written form;

· Organize, classify, and represent quantitative date in various forms: tables, graphs, rates, percentages, measures of central tendency and variation;

· Make statistical inference using estimation, hypothesis testing, correlation, and regression.

· Demonstrate familiarity with applications in statistical software.

CAN SOC 8

Title:
Introduction to Research Methods

Students will be able to:

· Understand the relationship between social theory and research;

· Critically evaluate research findings in terms of quality, credibility, and applicability;

· Conceptualize and operationalize social variables in formulating testable hypotheses;

· Examine various research designs, the role of quantitative techniques, and data reduction in sociological analyses;

· Identify and review qualitative approaches in current use;

· Use social research to make informed decision

