Recommendations for the Psychology Discipline

The following recommendations were developed during discussions with faculty across the state during 2003-04.  These recommendations are dated recommendations and are not mandatory agreements among the segments.  While some disciplines have developed a core curriculum, this curriculum only suggests the core competencies and skills needed for lower division major preparation as recommended and discussed among the discipline faculty in attendance at IMPAC regional and statewide meetings.

CAN PSY should only be used for lower-division psychology courses that are required for (at least some) Psychology majors.  This view is in opposition to the CAN MATH approach of using CAN MATH numbers for support/service courses in other disciplines (e.g., to meet teaching credential requirements).

Actively retain articulation agreements outside of CAN.  Some courses that do not meet the more stringent CAN criteria may still be acceptable to the receiving institution.

In addition to encouraging students to seek appropriate advising for their major at their “home” school, actively encourage students to pursue advisement from their “next” intended receiving institution (e.g., four-year university for community college students; graduate school for undergraduates).

CAN PSY descriptors should be fairly explicit regarding content and they should set a reasonably high bar (and thus both be more likely to be adopted by the four-year institutions and act as resource-allocation leverage with the community college system [e.g., for computer laboratory access]).  

Unless there is a dramatic shift (i.e., a “stick” to “force” agreement on a statewide transfer curriculum), Psychology should only meet twice at most prior to the next statewide meeting – once in the north and once in the south.  More frequent meetings would produce further declines in participation – in essence, the “CAN” work is (largely) done and there is not currently sufficient agreement on a lower division transfer core.


