Summary of Discussion:

IMPAC Discipline Meeting for

PSYCHOLOGY

Sat., Feb 28, 2004


Attendees:

(See list)

A. Review of 02/03 annual report for Psychology; Review of 03/04 meeting notes
· Grid content still accurate?

· No, Pomona requires Biopsychology

· No, SJSU dropped lower division Research Methods (Fall/04)

· Transferability

· Ensuring equivalency in the minimum coverage is seen as an issue.

· Further specificity in the descriptors could address this problem.

· Is there consensus on a lower-division core?

· Still no.  See Nov/15 minutes.

· Is there a set of “transferable” courses? Largely NO (need to know number of “open” lower division electives).

· Strong opposition to a “common course numbering system”

· Discussion on identifying “types” of transfer agreements by requirements; consensus was that MOST multi-school applications (from impaction) were regionally, not requirement, based.

· Outcomes, touching base with the departments/universities affected

· Noted that any changes to articulation or agreement on lower division have to have buy-in from the beginning (unless legislated).

· How is the quality/control updating process going to take place?

· GE model?  (But in this case we have more investment)

· Review of content forwarded to CAN

· Reaffirmation that CAN PSY is to be for major prep only. 

· PREREQUISITES should all be modified to include “or equivalent” (out of state, UC, etc.)

· CAN PSY 2    Introduction to Psychology

· Strong endorsement, non-controversial. 

· Sufficient coverage implicit in survey nature of course

· This course actually needs more detail 

· (Minimum class hours?)

· CAN PSY 6   Introduction to Statistics in Psychology

· Strong endorsement, non-controversial

· CAN PSY 10 Introduction to Biological Psychology

· Adequate coverage of the breadth & depth.

· CAN PSY 8   Introduction to Research Methods in Psychology.

· Description needs revision.  

· Previous proposal follows (especially note changes in bold vs. original proposal).

· Long Beach really would like to see all of PSY 2, PSY 6, & ENGL 2 all as prerequisites (which is what they do – argument is that it ensures adequate preparation to read & write the content at an appropriate level: ENGL 2 preparedness predicts readiness in many CSULB courses).

· The original was NOT approved by CAN board (pending direction from ICAS on the English prerequisite issue).

· It was noted that no course currently has the ENGL 2 requirement

· Suggestion made: ENGL 2 should be changed (if retained) to “ENGL 2 or its equivalent”

· Suggestion made: ENGL 2 should be recommended (advisory), not required (prerequisite)

· Suggestion that “or equivalent” (or other) waters down the prerequisite to a recommended (ignorable) level.

CAN PSY 8

TITLE: Introduction to Research Methods in Psychology

DESCRIPTION: Introduction to the philosophy of science and the examination of hypothetical deductive and inductive methods and their relationship to theory.  Topics include nature of experimental research and design; experimental and non-experimental research; group and single-subject designs; research ethics.  Activities include: Performing a literature review including peer-reviewed articles; collection and analysis of data; APA-style report writing; and the design of an original research study.  Given the written comprehension and writing requirements of the course, adequate college-level preparation in English is strongly advised.
LECTURE/LAB.

PREREQUISITES: CAN PSY 6, a GE-certified introductory statistics course, or equivalent.

B. Regional nature of transfer agreements, understandings, & communications

· Lower to upper division courses do not articulate

· Ownership of the curriculum always belongs on the campuses.

C. Technology of Transfer Articulations, etc.
· ASSIST (articulation system stimulating inter-segmental transfer) is a repository of articulation agreements (for a local example see transfer.sjsu.edu).  Both students and advisors to check course equivalencies use ASSIST. Work is ongoing to incorporate OSCAR (Online System for Curriculum and Articulation Review) and the CIAC Model Articulation Format tool, as well as CAN, into the ASSIST framework.

D. Outcomes/Metrics
· Establishing clear course objectives is desirable

· Ensures expectations for skills, competencies, and common experiences

· Establishing clear course objectives leads to better transfer / curricular congruence across transfer institutions.

