Notes IMPAC Regional Meeting

February 28, 2004

History

In Attendance: 

Judith Anderson CSU Pomona, Stanley Burstein CSU Los Angeles, Barbara Dunsheath East Los Angeles College, Kurt Graham CSU San Bernardino, Robert Hall Allan Hancock College, Lesley Ann Kawagushi Santa Monica College, Peggy Renner Glendale College (Lead), Cheryl Riggs, CSU San Bernardino.

1. Introductions were made.  

2. Agenda passed out.

3. Note taker chosen:  B. Dunsheath.

4. Previous Minutes were reviewed.  The following items were discussed:

a. History 8, 10 – United States History

· Reconstruction should be taught in both sections.  

· Some discussion evolved over the problem of covering all the information on campuses who use the quarter system.

· Some discussion evolved over the implication of CAN course descriptors.  Would Community colleges be required to meet standards of instruction as described in the CAN descriptions?

b. World History/ Western Civilization  CAN 13-17

· Discussion evolved around the phrase in World History 13:  “Interactions among (world Civilizations)”.  It was pointed out in this course -which mostly discusses the origins and early stages of civilizations- there is little interaction among them.

· Should this class (History 13) include development in the Americas or should that be covered in other courses (History 15, 16)?

· Courses in World History should provide the foundations of civilizations so that they meet the “Standards”.

· “Soft Language” allows flexibility hence no specific dates should be given.  For example:  “Origins” is very vague.  Some instructors may choose to begin in pre-civilizations, and others may start later.

· How can schools ensure that course outlines, and the descriptions are being followed in the classrooms? 

i.  Community Colleges must file course outlines and teachers can be evaluated as to their implementation in their classes.  

ii. Cal States also noted they must file course outlines.

iii. Syllabi must be given to department chair at CCs.

iv. CCs voiced a concern about ensuring part time, adjunct instructors were following the course outline of record.

v. CSU said, “They trust each other.”

· A general agreement was reached that when students transfer, it is expected that at the minimum, these descriptions will be followed.

c. CAN descriptor phrase, “Engages students in critical thinking in reading, writing, information competency and research.”

· The original purpose of this phrase being added to the descriptors was to see that students are prepared for upper level history courses AND thus, help them get a degree.

· An objection was raised to the term “research”.  There are limitations in library resources.

· Santa Monica had completed a follow through study on who transferred.  This study revealed that students who transferred to the four-year schools,  lacked the tools on how to do research.  Small assignments could be given which introduce students to these concepts.  It is the redundancy of doing these research assignments, which develop student competency.

· Discussion evolved around the “soft language”  Was it important to define it?  For example:  the word “reading”.   It was assumed ALL history courses include reading – but what type of reading assignments should be given.  Language should remain soft, but agreement was reached that courses should include reading beyond the textbook and include primary sources and secondary sources which develop historical arguments.  Classes should also require student assignments beyond simple scantron exams.

Recommendation was agreed upon to: substitute the previous phrase with “engages students in the basic elements of historical thinking and analysis.”  It was agreed that it would be better to keep the language in the descriptors even though mere words cannot ensure that this type of learning will occur, and it is nearly impossible to measure student learning outcome in certain areas.  

It was recommended that those present share this information with colleagues and attend IMPAC meeting in April.

5. A discussion evolved how best to ensure transfer.

a. One suggestion:  Students should figure out where they want to go and look up the individual requirements.

b. For the teacher credential, World History is important, however some CSUs consider Western Civilization more important.

c. The new directive from the Chancellor calls for 45 units in core classes and 15 units of electives.

d. It was mentioned that 60 units is the recommended number of courses to transfer.  Starting in fall 2004, students must have 60 units to transfer.  ANY units over 60 could penalize the student by dropping them lower in transfer eligibility.

6. What about new CAN numbers?

a. The history of the Americas Course.  Right now, no CAN number is in place for this “wildly undefined” survey of the western hemisphere, which at times included the United States, but in some cases has evolved into a survey of Latin America.

b. Should one course be allowed to transfer into the major?  Rarely is the history major born in the survey course.  If students take these specialty courses at the CCs, they do not transfer identically at the four year schools, instead the student is required to take the course again.

c. California History is added to the teacher credential program.  Should students take this course at the CC or CSUs?  

· Many CSUs (such as Los Angeles, and Cal Poly) strongly oppose allowing credit for the history major, or single subject social science student at the lower division level.  (In other words, California history should be taught at the four year schools)

· Credit may be given at the lower division for multi-subject credentials.

· It is important that students know articulation agreements since they differ.

· Teaching credential requirements are outside the parameters of this (IMPAC) conference.

7. What is the best way to improve communication?

a. H Net connection requires a monitor.  

b. Listserve does not include every school.

c. There is no budget for mailings.

d. All attendees are encouraged to share information with colleagues.

8. Discussion in the afternoon centered around clarifying language in CAN descriptors.  Peggy Renner (Lead) agreed to rewrite the descriptors with the newly adopted language.  All courses were rewritten to include:

a. A beginning and ending time frame.

b. A content and analytical component.

c. A skills sentence.

