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The year 2004-2005 continued to be one of consolidation within the Geography IMPAC group.  Three Geography IMPAC meetings were scheduled during the year (south region, north region, and the statewide meeting), but only two took place: the November 2003 south area regional meeting was canceled due to lack of registered attendees.

 For geography at this point in the IMPAC process (its fifth year), much of the work on lower-division course alignment has been completed.  CAN descriptors for the most commonly offered courses have been developed and agreed upon, and no new descriptors were proposed this year. One final CAN descriptor was recommended to the CAN Board and confusion that existed over a prior set of course descriptors was resolved. In line with the new guidelines, work was also begun on the development of learning objectives to accompany existing course descriptors.  It is unlikely, however, than any additional CAN descriptors will be proposed in the foreseeable future. Much of the discussion, therefore, was devoted to a range of broader issues facing geography in higher education, including (1) the effect that recent policy changes in the CSU is likely to have on lower division transfer and course articulation (including the CSU’s opting out of the CAN process), (2) strategies for increasing geography course enrollment in geography courses and the geography major, and (3) role of the IMPAC process within Geography in the future.
Summary of Identified Issues

Topics taken under discussion during the past year include the following:

· Geography participants at the statewide meeting met with articulation officer Kenyatta Tribble (Contra Costa College) to clarify issues on course articulation, particularly in cases where the corresponding courses at the CSU are only offered at the upper-division level.
· Final review of the descriptor for CAN 5 (Introductory Physical Geography Laboratory), 10 (Geography of California) took place, following feedback from geography program chairs. Wording was approved by articulation officer Kenyatta Tribble (Contra Costa College) and it can now go forward to CAN.

· Confusion by the CAN Board over the relationship of the newly proposed CAN 8 (Introduction to Mapping  and Geographic Information Science ) to two previously proposed course descriptors was resolved.  (See Recommendations to CAN, below.)
· Work on the developing learning objects for existing course descriptors was begun.

· The desirability of producing a standard set of advising guidelines for potential geography majors was agreed upon.
· The implications for geography of the CSU withdrawal from the CAN system and the initiation of its LDTP process were discussed.

Identified Trends/Future Directions

First, there is a need to develop learning goals for courses articulated through CAN, since it appears this will be necessary under the newly proposed CAN model.  Second, the next wave geography IMPAC meetings should focus on ways the IMPAC process can be linked to the CSU Lower Division Transfer Project, since this is likely to be central to any discussion of lower-division course alignment between the segments in the foreseeable future.
Recommendations for the Discipline

Based on discussions at the regional meetings and statewide IMPAC meetings, participants recommended the following:
· Efforts undertaken during the 2004-2005 year directed to develop learning objectives for approved CAN course descriptors should continue. 
· The discipline should develop advising guidelines, perhaps in the form of an advising memorandum such as those developed by the mathematics and foods and nutrition/dietetics majors, for use by community college advisors to guide lower-division students interested in becoming Geography majors.  An already existing set of guidelines in use at Humboldt State University is suggested as a model.  
· Both community colleges and the California State University should build on the close interrelationship between the CSU LDTP initiative and between ground work IMPAC has provided for the initiative through its past course alignment efforts. In Geography in particular, the interrelationship has been a very close one.

Topics for Further discussion

If the goal of IMPAC is to align the lower division course requirements for the geography bachelor’s degree, then we are already there. This has been formalized in the shape of the CSU’s Lower Division Transfer Project (LDTP) underway in key disciplines, including geography.  The LDTP transfer pattern involves a 45-unit lower division transfer package that is to be accepted on all CSU campuses statewide.  In geography the package consists of the 39-unit IGETSC (General Education) plus six additional specified lower-division units—courses meeting the equivalent of the CAN 2/6 and CAN 4 content areas—in the major. During the 2005-2006, it is important that IMPAC serve as a forum for the development of the LDTP course descriptors that will take place then.  .
In addition, During 2005-2006, IMPAC should focus on the broader issues identified in the “Recommendations” and “Future Directions” above.

Recommendations to be forwarded to:

CAN:  
· That the following course descriptor be adopted:

GEOG  CAN 5:  Introductory Physical Geography Laboratory  (1 Unit Laboratory)
This course offers students hands-on experience with the tools and data underlying basic concepts in physical geography, including:  spatial analysis, earth-sun geometry, weather and climate, geomorphology, and the biosphere.  Use is made of maps, models, meteorological instruments and records, remotely sensed imagery, and observations of the local environment.  Introductory Physical Geography (CAN GEOG 2) is a pre-requisite/co-requisite.

Rationale:  A lower-division laboratory experience in physical geography is commonly offered at both the CC and four-year level.  The course provides the student with experience in the practical application of basic physical geography concepts dealt with in the physical geography lecture course.  In some cases the lecture and laboratory experience are combined in a single course (GEOG CAN 6).  In other cases, however, the lecture and laboratory experiences are offered as separate, freestanding courses.  While at this point a CAN descriptor exists for the freestanding lecture component (GEOG CAN 2), no descriptor currently exists for the laboratory experience.  This recommendation addresses that gap.

The proposed descriptor was developed during 2003-2004, tentatively approved at the 2004 statewide IMPAC meeting, and circulated to discipline department chairs for comment during fall 2004.  Based on the comments received, the descriptor received final approval during the Spring 2005 meetings.

· Clarification of previous recommendation:  In spring 2004 the a new course descriptor (GEOG CAN 8) was recommended .  Upon receiving it, however, the CAN Board expressed concern over the descriptor’s apparent overlap with two previously recommended descriptors and sought clarification.  The explanation is as follows.  The newly-proposed descriptor:
GEOG  CAN 8:  Introduction to Mapping  and Geographic Information Science  (1 Unit Laboratory)

is intended to replace two previously proposed CAN descriptors, specifically:

·     Introduction to Maps and Geographic Images
· Introduction to Geographic Information Systems.
Rationale:  Both the CSU and CCC faculty determined that the course identified by this descriptor better reflects the lower-division curriculum for the introduction of basic map and GIS (Geographic Information Systems) skills as it currently exists at both the CC and four-year levels.

ICAS:   None
However, efforts are still underway to get the Academic Senate for the Community Colleges to approve the changes to the minimum qualifications for teaching Geography in the California Community Colleges recommended in the 2003-2004 IMPAC Report.
Efforts will be made by the Geography IMPAC group to initiate this change from the campus academic senate level during the upcoming academic year.

