IMPAC Regional Meeting 

Sutton Place Hotel, Newport Beach, CA.

November 15, 2003

Minutes

In attendance:

Facilitators:  Marlene Bumgarner, Lead Faculty and Carol Lee, Articulation officer

College educators:  Mary Belcher, Jo Ann Bernard, Laurie Campbell, Sharon De Leon, Paula Fisher, June Millovich, Sondra Moe, Gwen Morgan-Beazell, Fernando Soriano, M. Sue Stanley, Mark Whitney 

ECE teacher:  Mercedes Macareno 

The meeting began at approximately 10:00.

Marlene and Carol introduced themselves and explained their roles as facilitators of our meeting.  Marlene gave a brief history of the Common Articulation Numbering (CAN) System, explaining that after a time of inactivity the system is now more active and a primary tool for articulation up and down the state. She drew attention to page four of the CAN NUMBERS handout, noting that our area is called Family and Consumer Sciences and that most schools in our region only use FCS 14 currently.  She explained this is important because if a community college program and a UC or CSU program does not have a written, formal articulation agreement on a particular course, if CAN numbers have been qualified for the course, the 4-year school must accept the course as equivalent.  IMPAC was designed to be a faculty driven program to collaboratively work to get courses CAN qualified to ease the process of transfer for the students.  These will then be reviewed every 2 years online.  Marlene further explained that one of the goals for this group would be to look at the current descriptors, make decisions about the validity of these descriptors, and change them if needed then decide if other courses should be added. She also noted that the name of our group as Child Development/ECE Education might not accurately reflect what we do and we may want to vote on a new name.

Gwen noted that, as we now have a TOPS code for Child Development with all the specialties under it, we might aim for the same type of classification here.

M. Sue noted that CSULB is considering dropping the Family and Consumer Studies title from their courses and just using course specific titles.

Carol noted that she would copy and distribute the current course descriptors at lunch so all members would have them to take back to their campuses.  She asked that we look particularly at changes that may be needed in FCS 24.  Marlene suggested that we look at the need for additional courses, possibly one on teaching reading & writing or math to children and possibly an introduction to education or early fieldwork experience, since these courses are sometimes offered as lower division courses at four year institutions.  

Carol explained that from her perspective a major concern seems to be that the 4-year institutions do not always prepare students to work in the field.  Students with degrees in Human Development may leave college thinking they are eligible to work in childcare and education but have had no courses in curriculum or philosophy or any direct experience working with children.  Much discussion took place about this topic.

Marlene explained that another concern is that teacher preparation has so many different routes that students often end up repeating courses and taking additional time to complete degrees and credentials.   The primary purpose of the IMPAC projects to reduce the total number of units students must take, eliminate repeating coursework already finished at another school, and thereby make their transfer, and ultimately their pathway to teaching, shorter and smoother.

Next Marlene discussed current hot topics that may have further implications in what we decide should be the coursework at each level of the system. 

1. Preschool for All (PFA) -- the most current plan for universal preschool.  She estimated this topic would be presented as an initiative on the ballot within the next year or two.  If Department of Education issues the credentials for teachers in these classes, a BA degree will probably be required and the 4-year institutions and community colleges will need to work out how that preparation will be accomplished.

2. Head Start now has a goal for its teachers to have a BA degree by 2006.

3. AB2042, which mandates teacher aides without degrees to get AA degrees or the equivalent number of units.

Of course, the challenge remains, a BA without child development coursework, developmentally appropriate curriculum instruction and field experience does not currently qualify students for a Child Development Permit.  Gwen feels that requiring the permit in addition to the BA will produce better prepared preschool teachers 

Gwen noted that the people doing the research on PFA, primarily funded by the Packard Foundation, are not child development professionals, but in working with the child development professionals, they now have some of these issues on their agenda that they did not before consider.  However, they will probably still insist on BA degrees because higher salaries could not be paid without them. 

Marlene noted that one suggestion has been to is to require coursework in lower and upper division for all teacher preparation students that includes both curriculum planning and field practice with children.  We need to collaborate and see what change can happen system wide.  

Mark brought up the issues of differences across campuses in field experience classes:  Unit value, hours spent with children, at what point it exists in the overall program (capstone, early or mid program).

Fernando addressed a very different problem.  He explained that at San Marcos, Human Development is an interdisciplinary program and they have made a strong commitment to keep it as such.  Therefore, there is not the same sort of clear path to teaching.

Mark reiterated the concern over the physical location and format for fieldwork.  When it is taken in the program, where it can be done, hours actually with children, should be decided at the community college level.

Marlene noted that there are examples where the overlaps of teacher preparation and child development have been breached.  We need to realize that Community Colleges have a different perspective than do the 4-year schools but that there are ways we can work this out.

Mary noted that at OCC, the math department has their “Teach 3” for the beginning teaching program.  She said the child development department worked together with the math faculty and came up with a certificate that includes 12 units of child development and fieldwork.  These students then earn an AA and transfer to a 4-year school.

Gwen brought up the challenge of getting Family Consumer Sciences classes articulated, noting she felt this is the biggest gap.

Carol recommended finding the articulation officer on your campus and seting up dialogue.  She said this has to be initiated from the community college, that many 4-year schools do not even know about the matrix.  She noted the best way to do this is regionally.  She expected that with PFA, the No Child Left Behind Act, and Head Start requirements, in 3 years a BA will be required for all and this is the time to get on board.

Next Marlene addressed the issue of name change for our group.  She listed the possible changes and asked for other ideas.

Child Development

Child Development/   “x”
       with “x”= Education, ECE, or   Family Studies, Or other

Sondra noted that with last year’s budget reductions at the state level, the word education was important for maintaining funding so she suggested Child Development/Education.  Carol agreed that education seems to be a current “buzzword”. Sharon noted that she would suggest “and” rather than “/” to emphasize the fact development and education are interrelated.  After some additional discussion a vote was taken with a nearly unanimous vote for Child Development and Education.

A final discussion centered on communication regarding the importance of the Permit matrix as setting the standards for teacher qualification at the preschool level.  Communicating with counseling staff was discussed and Marlene suggested bringing counselors to the Statewide Meeting in April.  Good communication with students about Title 5 and Title 22 programs was discussed.  Marlene suggested getting input into the PFA planning. Gwen noted the frustration when the 4-year school has no early childhood coursework.  Carol again reiterated that articulation officers could be the go between in these cases.  She also noted that bringing education departments in on this discussion would be beneficial.

The meeting was adjourned for lunch at 12:00 with the request to think about obstacles or barriers for transfer students.

Minutes after lunch

Carol distributed CAN descriptors to the group and plans to contact Marlene Zepada from CSLA regarding previous work to standardize Child Development coursework.

Topic:  Obstacles, Barriers and Challenges

NAEYC standards for BA and AA were included in the binder provided for this meeting.  This information may assist in writing CAN descriptors.

Sue Stanley, CSLB:

· Misinformation has been distributed regarding their Child Development program being impacted.  

· Student must be GE certified in order to be considered as a transfer student for the program.

· Their program has worked hard to assist community college transfer students.  Advisors need to help students to work “smarter rather than harder” in their course selection.

Marlene suggested that faculty can assist in directing students to see counselors regarding GE courses.

Paula Fisher, Long Beach City College:

· Students are assigned a counselor and given packets upon enrollment in the program.

· Ice Cream Socials are held with a representative from Counseling in attendance to answer questions.

· A student orientation is held on Flex Day to discuss the Child Development Permit Matrix and Title 22 requirements.

Mark Whitney, MiraCosta College:

There is confusion regarding classes taken to achieve and Associates degree and the transferability of those course at the university level.

Marlene:  We must educate students and faculty regarding general education pattern at four year institutions.

Carol:  There is confusion regarding transferability especially in areas like Math.

Fernando Soriano, CSU San Marcos:

· At their campus there is strong advising regarding majors for the faculty teaching courses.

· General Education issues handled by advisors.

Mark Whitney, MiraCosta College:

· Who should advise students is an issue and whether this task is part of faculty job descriptions.

· The issues of personal growth advisors was also raised. 

Carol will provide the group with the Imperial Valley advising tool.

JoAnn Bernard, CSLB:

Stated that she is a personal growth advisor but does not publicize it since she is the only one on that campus.

Marlene:

The Title 22 Matrix is set up for self-advising.

In her area tobacco money has be utilized to advise on the permit matrix.

Laurie Campbell, Orange Coast and Carol:

Both voiced concerned regarding the students interested in Child Development or referred to the field without the abilities to carry out required tasks.

Jill Millovich, Saddleback:

Utilizing the Child Development Permit Matrix format the Saddleback Child Development classes are listed underneath and utilized as an advising tool.  A ½ unit course was written to advise and clarify the issues for students.

Sue Stanley, CSLB :

· Their department has a 200 level class for transfer students to acclimate them to the campus and the profession.  Education plans are completed and information provided for grad checks.  

· CSLB participates on many community college advisory boards and would happy to add others to their list.

· CSLB will do everything they can to facilitate the articulation process.

Sue thanked Marlene for her enthusiast and competent work as our Lead Discipline Faculty.  The rest of the group in attendance agreed.

