Child Development & Education – Social and Behavioral Cluster

Marlene Bumgarner, Lead Discipline Faculty, Gavilan College

Introduction

Our goals for this first year were (1) to make contact with faculty leaders at all the Community Colleges, California State University and University of California campuses that have Child Development & Early Education or related degree programs, (2) to identify barriers to smooth transfer for community college students, and (3) to review California Articulation Numbers (CAN) and articulation agreements for possible revision.  We added a goal at the first Bay Area meeting:  (4) to develop an online discussion area where work groups could communicate with one another, post results of articulation activities, and upload articulation agreements, course outlines, etc.  We have made excellent progress in all four areas.

Summary of Identified Issues
Most four year institutions approach the teaching of Child Development differently than do two year institutions.  We discovered that most Baccalaureate degrees in Child Development emphasize theory and research, while Associate degrees attempt a balance between theory and practice.  The emphasis on theory is greatest, of course, at the UCs, but it is also present at most CSUs offering this major.   One of two problems may arise for students as a result of this philosophical difference:

a) Native CSU or UC students completing a B.A. in Child Development generally do not meet licensing or permit requirements to work in the field of early child care and development.  Even administrative positions generally require from 12 to 24 units in designated “core” classes (for example: Child Growth and Development; Child Family and Community; Programs and Curriculum), which may not be offered at the four year institution.  Students desiring to work in the field generally attend a community college following the completion of their baccalaureate degree in order to complete the necessary coursework.  This seems inefficient and impractical.

b) Students transferring from the CC to a CSU may be missing prerequisite coursework in Psychology, Sociology, or Math that were not part of their major or general education pattern, and at the same time, may have completed “excessive” units while meeting licensing, permit, and possibly also degree requirements.  Because the community college emphasizes workforce preparation combined with transfer, and because no uniform “major preparation” GE list yet exists for this field, a course of study that fulfills requirements for a Child Development Permit or an Associate Degree may be missing key lower division courses for the Baccalaureate Degree.  When students take those courses at transfer, they may end up with more lower division units than are admissible.

Most four year institutions that do offer practical coursework do so in the upper division.  Some universities have addressed the first of the above two problems by developing courses that satisfy the California licensing and child development permit core curriculum requirements, and may even have an Early Childhood Education track.  Unfortunately for transfer students, those courses are usually offered as part of the upper division major.  These core classes are the “meat and potatoes” of community college child development programs, and virtually all students take them in order to complete a certificate, permit, or degree.  Students may find themselves in the position of taking courses to meet requirements at the community college, then taking the upper division equivalents of the same courses once they transfer, resulting in extra units.

Child Development degrees are housed in a wide variety of places.  This situation is not new to community college faculty, but we learned that the possibilities for student confusion continue when they move to a four year institution.  Child Development degree programs can be found in the following departments and more:  Human Development; Child & Adolescent Development; Psychology; Family & Consumer Studies; Education; Vocational, Technical & Public Service; Maternal & Child Health; Allied Health & Social Work.  The name of the discipline itself also differs from campus to campus:  Child Development; Child & Adolescent Development; Early Childhood Education; Child Development & Education; Child Study; Child and Youth Care; Child & Family Studies.  There was even confusion around the name of our IMPAC Discipline study group; in Spring 2003, when we met for the first time, we were on the agenda as Human Development; in Fall 2004 we discovered we had become Early Childhood Education.  A highly contested agenda item at each regional meeting was “What shall we call ourselves?”  We finally agreed that Child Development & Education captured who we are, what we do, and what our students study.  But we are a long way from reaching consensus in the field.

Counselors and advisors who are available in evenings and weekends and understand the multiple career lattices in this field are in short supply at the community colleges.  Students planning a career with children need advisors who understand the above issues and the requirements for the various options available at different levels of educational attainment.  Students attribute much of their difficulty in transfer to inadequate advising; or to the difficulty finding an advisor who will meet with them outside the lengthy work hours of the child care & development field.  Many students, when fully apprised of the lengthy pathway to elementary or secondary teaching, will decide to complete an intermediate vocational certificate or degree in order to work with children while attending the four year university.  Other students, entering the community college only as a means to complete the minimum requirements for an entry level child care position, will set their sights on a baccalaureate degree once they learn what the job possibilities are and how to do so.  Knowledgeable advising is the key, and at many colleges it is simply not available.

CAN#s are not utilized effectively.  All participants in IMPAC regional and statewide meetings agreed that the CAN system is not being used well in this discipline.  We saw several ways in which it could be used; and there was lots of enthusiasm for rewriting old CAN descriptors and applying for additional CAN #s.  We made a start at the statewide meeting, but we still have much to do.

Family Consumer Studies (FCS) CAN#s do not have relevance for most Child Development & Education classes.  This relates to a recent change in Taxonomy of Program System (TOPS) codes at the community colleges.  Formerly subsumed under the FCS TOPS code, Child Development has now been given its own set of codes.  Community College faculty felt strongly that they wanted to make the same change with CAN#s.  No objections were presented at the regional or state meetings.

Identified Trends / Future Directions?

Demand for the Associate and Bachelor’s Degrees in Child Development is growing, and will continue to do so.  It seems clear that the direction the field is heading is to higher educational requirements for classroom assistants (AB 2042) and early childhood teachers (Head Start; Universal Preschool).  The Leave No Child Behind Act removed the possibility of teaching with only a bachelor’s degree and a CBEST test, and Head Start teachers are now being pressured to complete their B.A. by 2008.  Each of the several Universal Preschool bills drafted so far look to the creation of a professional cadre of early childhood educators working within the credentialing system, presumably also with a B.A. in order to achieve salary parity. Even classroom assistants, who have historically been required only to complete a high school proficiency-type assessment, will soon be required to hold an Associate Degree, placing them on the career pathway to the B.A. and the teaching credential.  This trend increases the urgency of solving transfer problems for students; many of the people affected by these new laws will be in mid-career and cannot afford to waste time on extra units.

The Community Colleges are taking an increasing role in elementary teacher preparation.  Nationwide, community colleges are being asked to take a role in addressing the teacher shortage, which is expected to worsen over the next decade.  The Education Commission of the States (ECS) suggests that community colleges are “uniquely situated to help alleviate the problem of these critical shortages.”  One of California’s responses to this issue has been the Teacher Reading & Development Partnership project, which has been funded for four years and has resulted in the creation of six units of lower division preparation coursework and the placement of thousands of community college students in public school classrooms for 50 hours of pre-professional fieldwork experience.  Most IMPAC participants saw this as a positive trend, but recognize that unless teacher preparation is included in the work we do at IMPAC, many students will be unable to use those units at the receiving four year institution. 

Comments from Statewide Meetings and the General Field 

There is clearly a need for statewide communication across segments between IMPAC meetings.  As one way of addressing this issue, the lead faculty member made arrangements to set up an Etudes online classroom environment.  Work groups agreed to use the discussion area for planning and to upload CAN descriptors and course outlines as they revise them.  

Recommendations for the Discipline
Utilize National Association for Education of Young Children (NAEYC) & NCATE standards in updating CAN descriptors.  We also agreed to add Instructional Learning Outcomes (ILOs) before submitting revised descriptors to CAN.

Encourage four-year institutions to recognize 12 units of core classes as lower division preparation for the major.  Where appropriate, move upper division core classes to lower division so that course-to-course articulation can take place.

Recommendations for Support Courses (if discussed)

Fieldwork (“Pre-professional classroom experience”)

Introduction to Education in America
Topics for Further Discussion

Development of advising sheets.

Addition of ILOs to CAN descriptors.

Addition of new courses to CAN system.

Recommendations to be Forwarded to CAN

Move CD out of FCS and give us our own numbers.
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	Organization
	Date/Place
	Presenter
	Number Present

	Chancellor’s Child Development Advisory Committee
	10/16/03  Community College Chancellor’s Office, Sacramento
	Marlene Bumgarner
	16

	Child Development Training Consortium Statewide Meeting
	10/17/03  Red Lion Hotel, Sacramento
	Marlene Bumgarner
	123

	California Community Colleges Early Childhood Educators 
	2/20/04  San Diego
	Marlene Bumgarner
	23

	Child Development Training Consortium Regional Meeting
	2/27/04 Southwest College

Chula Vista
	Marlene Bumgarner
	26

	Child Development Training Consortium Regional Meeting
	3/12/04 Merced College

Merced
	Marlene Bumgarner
	21

	Child Development Training Consortium Regional Meeting
	3/26/04 Sierra College
	Marlene Bumgarner
	19

	Family Consumer Studies Advisory Committee
	__________?

San Francisco
	Carol Lee
	___?
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