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Introduction

Our goals for this year were to present our recommendations for 12 units of core classes as lower division preparation for the major and to encourage the Lower Division Transfer Pattern Task Force to select six units of that core for the statewide lower division major requirements.  We achieved both goals

Summary of Identified Issues (These were identified in Year One and remain the same))

· Most four year institutions approach the teaching of Child Development differently than do two year institutions

· Most four year institutions that do offer practical (rather than “theoretical” course work do so in the upper division.

· Child Development degrees are housed in a wide variety of departments

· Child Development degrees take many different forms and have different learning outcomes

· Counselors and advisors who are available in evenings and weekends and understand multiple career lattices in this field are in short supply at the community colleges and four year institutions alike.

Identified Trends / Future Directions 

Demand for the Associate and Bachelor’s Degrees in Child Development is growing, and will continue to do so. 

· This trend, begun by Head Start and a call for universal preschool, was emphasized by the energy directed to preparing for the possible passage of Proposition 82, the Preschool for All Act. 

· New B.A. programs are being developed that better meet the need of early childhood educators, and a project has been funded to align the learning objectives of students in Associate Degree programs throughout the state.  

· Although 82 did not pass, momentum has developed statewide for the development of an Early Learning Credential and does not appear to be stopping.

The Community Colleges are taking an increasing role in elementary teacher preparation.   

While it is clear that a better articulated academic pathway needs to exist for students desiring a career with children under five, it is also apparent that many students whose final goal is an elementary classroom are also expecting the community college to provide a lower division pathway that includes practical curriculum-based coursework and opportunities for early classroom experiences with children.

Comments from Statewide Meetings and the General Field 

· There has been strong support for the IMPAC work at meetings of the California Community College Chancellor’s Office Child Development Advisory Committee meetings, and the California Community Colleges Early Childhood Educators.  

· The Home Economics Advisory Committee placed the IMPAC meeting schedule in its FLASH newsletter.  

· The Lower Division Transfer Pattern Advisory Committee invited a representative member of the field (the Child Development Faculty Lead for the IMPAC projct) to attend their voting meeting in November 2005.

Recommendations for the Discipline

· Continue to encourage four-year institutions to recognize 12-24 units of core classes as lower division preparation for the major.  .

· Where appropriate, move upper division core classes to lower division so that course-to-course articulation can take place

· Seek a way that courses completed at a community college could be articulated as a block for fulfillment of lower division major preparation 

Topics for Further Discussion

· Development of advising sheets for counselors at the community colleges

· Addition of ILOs to CAN descriptors.

· Modification, if necessary, of two courses identified by LDTP as satisfying 6 units of GE

· Development of acommon core of Child Development/Early Childhood Education courses to be taught in all community colleges. 

· Continue individual region articulation conversations.  How can we find funding for this?

Final Note

It was with sadness that we closed our statewide meeting after three years of dedicated work.  Many of us felt that we were just getting started.  It took the whole first year to find the players, and much of the second year to develop trust.  Finally we were beginning to develop articulation agreements, some colleges were revising courses to better fit with the transferring institution, and others were developing new courses to fill in gaps.  There is so much more work to do, and the IMPAC project facilitated our communication like nothing any of us have ever experienced before.  Or may again.
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