Earth Science – Science Cluster II

Peter Schiffman, Lead Discipline Faculty, UC Davis

Summary of Identified Issues

We met once at the Statewide Meeting and the main topics of discussion were: (1) modifications of our revised CAN descriptors for GEOL 2,4,6, and 8  (see 2002-2003 annual report) in response to comments from the CSU faculty, and (2) unresolved issues (if any) for Earth Sciences related to the IMPAC project.

Regarding (1), in their written comments to our revised CAN descriptors, some CSU faculty felt that GEOL 2 or 6 (Physical Geology with or without a laboratory section) should be a required pre-requisite course for GEOL 4 and 8 (Historical Geology with or without a laboratory section). However, at CCC’s, this is not the case.   Moreover, the CCC faculty felt that if such a requirement were put in place, enrollments in GEOL 4 and 6 courses at the CCC’s would plummet, inasmuch as future Geology major transfer students represent a relatively small percentage of the students enrolled.   As a compromise, we agreed that GEOL 2 or 6 should be listed as “recommended preparation” (under “conditions”) in the revised CAN descriptors for GEOL 4 and 8.  

Future trends

Earth Science is becoming increasingly more interdisciplinary, and there are now a number of non-traditional B.S. degree programs (e.g., LAWR at UCD; Earth and Soil Science at Cal Poly SLO; Earth System Sciences at UCI).  These major degree programs include course work encompassing more emphases on biological, atmospheric, and environmental science than do the traditional (i.e., geological sciences-based) Earth Science majors that have been addressed by our group these past few years.    If these non-traditional Earth Science degree programs proliferate in future years, IMPAC (or its future equivalent) should address the transfer curricular needs of their students. 

Recommendations for the Discipline

1. GEOL 2 or 6 should be listed as “recommended preparation” under “conditions” in the revised CAN descriptors for GEOL 4 and 6 (as presented in the 2002-2003 annual report).

2. The Earth Sciences discipline has finished its work for the IMPAC project, and there is no pressing need for future participation at regional or statewide meetings

3. If the IMPAC project is resurrected in the future, some attention should be paid to the transfer curricular needs of Earth Science students in non-traditional degree programs.
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