IMPAC Computer Science Minutes

November 13, 2004  -  Los Angeles

Minutes recorded by Karen Tait
Attendees:
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	Faculty
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	vburton@swc.cc.ca.us

	Halasa, Jason
	Faculty
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	jason_halasa@wvmccd.cc.ca.us

	Hayes, David
	Faculty Lead 
	San Jose State U.
	dfhayes@cs.sjsu.edu

	Jacobson, Norm
	Faculty
	UC Irvine
	jacobson@ics.uci.edu

	Jenkins, Gerry
	Chair
	Long Beach City College
	gjenkins@lbcc.edu

	Nack, Susan
	Faculty
	Fullerton College
	snack@fullcoll.edu

	Pamula, Raj
	Chair
	CSU Los Angeles
	rpamula@calstatela.edu

	Stepanek, Steven
	Department Chair
	CSU Northridge
	sgs@csun.edu

	Tait, Karen
	Chair
	Allan Hancock College
	ktait@hancockcollege.edu

	Warner, Don
	Chair
	CSU Sacramento
	warnerd@ecs.csus.edu


The meeting began with a discussion of the new laws passed by the Legislature concerning a common course numbering system and the lower division transfer curriculum.  It was explained that the LDTP included a 45 -15 mandate:  45 semester units would include 39 units of general education and 6 units of “major specific” courses while 15 semester units would be courses in the major that have been guaranteed in transfer articulation agreements.  Many participants agreed that the 6 units of “major specific” courses would include calculus.  The 15 units in the major would include discrete structures and 2 computer science courses to be determined.

Lower division computer science courses were discussed.  The participants worked with the Computer Science Introductory Program “CAN” Descriptor draft document (dated 11-25-03) which was primarily based on the ACM/IEEE Curriculum document.  There was agreement that architecture (AR) courses are important for lower division.  It was also determined that software engineering courses SE1, SE2 and SE3 are lower division while SE4 – SE8 are upper division.  Participants were encouraged to use ACM identifiers in their course descriptions.

It was reviewed that there are eight different approaches to teaching computer science.  That is why the Computer Science Introductory Program “CAN” Descriptor draft document lists “knowledge units” instead of course descriptions.  There was extensive discussion during the meeting about the fact that it will be impossible to create specific CAN courses because of the different approaches to teaching computer science.  There was agreement that the knowledge units will make up the entire lower division curriculum but that each college may package these knowledge units in different ways.  The participants decided that they needed to convince the CAN Board that the use of knowledge units will be the only possible structure for the organization of the computer science lower division transfer curriculum.  

There was a discussion about courses outside of the computer science curriculum that should be taken by computer science majors.  It was agreed that first-year calculus should be included.  There is disagreement about linear algebra.  It was agreed that a year of calculus based physics is preferred and the courses should include mechanics and electricity.             

