Computer Science minutes of the IMPAC South meeting of  Saturday, November 19, 2005 at the LA Sheraton Gateway (LAX).  Minutes by David Hayes.

Present were:

William Baldwin of Cypress College,
David Hayes of San Jose State University,

Ernest Iket of Long Beach City College,

Norm Jacobson of UC Irvine,

Gerry Jenkins of Long Beach City College,

Michael Steinore of Alan Hancock College,

Steven Stepanek of CSU Northridge

There was a discussion of the 12 unit Lower Division Computer Science Core and how it might be articulated.  This was compared with the U. C. Irvine SMART-ICS transfer program; there are a great number of similarities and a student satisfying the LDTP requirements could minor additions satisfy the SMART-ICS requirements.  It was suggested that Community Colleges could set up the LDTP articulation and add on a few units to become SMART-ICS compliant.  SMART-ICS has worked well where it is in place.
Concern was expressed over the difficulty of obtaining approval for courses on relatively advanced topics to count in the CS major.  Cal Poly SLO was mentioned specifically in this area.  Norm Jacobson of UCI outlined a procedure by which transfer credit could be obtained for such courses.  The opinion that such courses could help bolster flagging enrollments in computer science was expressed.
At one point the question was asked : Would you rather see enrollments continue to decline than allow more practical transfer courses to count in the major?   The answer seemed to be a qualified “Yes” but it was really a more complex issue than a “yes” or “no” could answer.  The issue of accreditation and limits on the number of units which could be transferred (70) as well as requirements on the number of upper division courses required clouded the issue for this question.  

It was stated that some Community Colleges have dropped Computer Science altogether because of declining enrollment and that others were close to doing the same.  Enrollment declines continue to be a major concern for Computer Science programs.

The group wanted to meet with IS in the afternoon but found that IS was not meeting.

