Statewide IMPAC Meeting
Agriculture Discipline Meeting

May 6, 2006, LAX Raddison

After the IMPAC General Session that was held from 9:45 – 10:45, the Disciplines were excused for their Group Discussions.

The CPAAC/IMPAC meeting was called to order by Chairman Mark Bender are 11:00.  Members attending were Ron Nishinaka, Reedley College, Ken Nolte, Shasta College, Howard Lewis, Cosumnes River College, and Elizabeth L. Cipres, Irvine Valley College Dean of Students.

The first order of business was introductions and announcements.
A.  CPAAC/IMPAC/CATA Summer Conference Meeting - Monday, June 19 at 1:30 in conjunction with the Postsecondary Division Curriculum and Articulation Breakout

B.  CATA Summer Conference Professional Session

Student Learning Outcomes – Wednesday, June 21, 1:30

C.  CPAAC/IMPAC/CCC Midwinter Institute – December 1-2, 2006, Mount SAC and Cal Poly Pomona, Hosts


D.  The current Postsecondary Agriculture Curriculum Articulation Grid was distributed.
The Vet Tech Curriculum Project is on schedule and will be distributed at CATA Conference.  Binders/CD’s going to those schools with existing Vet Tech Programs and others with Animal Science Programs who are considering this curriculum area.  The CD contains the curriculum as well as an extensive number of PowerPoint presentations for 5 of the 8 courses.  All other CC’s and Universities will receive the Vet Tech Curriculum as part of the updated Postsecondary Agriculture Curriculum, Articulation and Numbering System CD, also distributed at CATA Conference and mailed to those schools that are not in attendance.

The Statewide Curriculum Review Cycle was discussed with the suggestion that we move to a 4 year review cycle instead of the current 3 year cycle.  It is hoped that this will allow study and revision of the specialty areas.
The Curriculum Chair/Co-Chair involvement and remuneration was discussed.  We are extremely appreciative to all of our current and past Curriculum Chairs for their dedication to the project.  However, in the past several years, some of the discipline Chairs/Co-Chairs have not been very active in attending meetings and in leading curriculum revision and updating the articulation agreements.  Acknowledging that most of us are very busy, we still need Chairs and Co-Chairs that attend the three meetings held each year and to lead the revision of courses in their discipline if we are to keep communicating and maintaining our curriculum and articulation model.  For the disciplines that feel that changes are not necessary for their courses, you will recall that the minimum that should occur is to evaluate the curriculum, rewrite the Course Objectives as Student Learning Outcomes, and provide them in a timely manner to be included in the revised Curriculum and Articulation CD that is distributed each year.  It was suggested that we consider funding stipends for Statewide Curriculum Chairs and Co-Chairs based on their performance.  This would include not only attending meetings, but also receiving the revised courses in a timely manner.  It was also suggested that each Chair and Co-Chair consider whether they wanted to continue in their current role, and if not, suggest someone who might be interested.  This will be discussed at CATA Summer Conference.
There is considerable discussion statewide on uniform numbering for courses by the CCC, CSU, and UC systems.  The CSU has been developing their LDTP (Lower Division Transfer Preparation) model and are discussing their own numbering system while the Community Colleges are moving toward a C-ID (Course Identification Number), and the UC is beginning discussions on something that is yet to be solidified.  Considering our CAN AG Curriculum and Numbering System, Kate Clark, Irvine Valley College and President of the CC Statewide Academic Senate, informed Ron Nishinaka and I that Agriculture would be included in the first round of this process.  We have provided them with our numbering system and informed them that this was adopted by all three segments of higher education and desired it to remain as is for our purposes.
Other suggestions:

Expand the Articulation Grid to include all lower-division courses offered by each university.  This would necessitate a separate grid for each university and might be helpful.  We suggest that the grid that includes the course articulation remain the same, and a separate grid for each university be developed that included all the lower-division courses from each university.  Mark Bender already has a separated grid for each university for articulation purposes and will consider expanding those grids to include all lower-division courses.

Suggest reformatting minutes to include those chairs/co-chairs not in attendance and organized by Topic, Discussion, Action/Outcome format with an issue bin for future topics.  We will consider both of these at the CATA Summer Conference.

Lastly, currently there is no funding for IMPAC to continue.  This means that future funding for travel for university faculty is questionable from this source.  We are hopeful that the Governors May Budget Revision will reinstate funds for IMPAC, but those in attendance at the Statewide Meeting were doubtful.

General Discussion continued during lunch.  Meeting adjourned at 2:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted, 

Mark Bender

