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Introduction

2004 was a “Landmark” year for collaboration and cooperation between IMPAC and the field of postsecondary education in agriculture.  With a renewed emphasis of inclusion, on the part of IMPAC, and a focus on the New CAN process with the development of CAN Descriptors, the Agriculture Chairs have now found an avenue to finally obtain statewide approval for the Statewide Standardized Postsecondary Agriculture Curriculum.  As reported in previous IMPAC reports, this statewide initiative grew from a series of California Community College Chancellor’s Office Discipline Curriculum Grants over the past 10 years.  The curriculum boasts 79 courses in the major agriculture disciplines of Agricultural Business, Animal Science, Environmental Horticulture, Forestry/Natural Resources, Mechanized Agriculture, and Plant Science.  Along with this statewide curriculum initiative, an articulation model has been developed that includes the 5 “major” Agriculture Universities (CSU Fresno, CSU Chico, Cal Poly SLO, Cal Poly Pomona, UC Davis) and is maintained by the California Postsecondary Agricultural Articulation Collaborative (CPAAC).  In concert with the various university articulation officers, community colleges find a much smoother process in articulating their courses, providing seamless transitions for their students, once the community college has adopted the statewide curriculum.  And the curriculum development has not stopped with the 6 major agriculture disciplines!  In the past three years, additional agriculture specialty areas have been developed that include; Viticulture, Wine Education and Enology, and this year, Equine Science.

Another milestone in collaboration has also occurred between IMPAC and CPAAC with joint meetings held in conjunction with Professional Conferences for Agriculture Educators (San Luis Obispo in June, Sacramento in December, and the Statewide IMPAC meeting in Long Beach in April).  This cooperation has strengthened the agriculture component of IMPAC and provided validation for the CPAAC initiatives in curriculum development, articulation model, and CAN Descriptors.  It can now be acknowledged that the efforts of both organizations can be not only symbiotic, but also synergistic.

Summary of Identified Issues

The Agriculture discipline was again a formal part of the IMPAC process this year.  Although there was limited or no representation at the Regional Meetings, the agriculture discipline continued to meet at their Professional Conferences sponsored by the California Agriculture Teachers Conference in June and the Community College Midwinter Institute in December.   Coinciding with each conference was a joint meeting of the California Postsecondary Agriculture Articulation Collaborative (CPAAC) and IMPAC.  These meetings continued the ongoing agenda of updating the Statewide Standardized Agriculture Curriculum and Articulation model, as well as, discussions on the new CAN process.  With increased participation from Agriculture representatives at the Statewide IMPAC Conference this year (15 in attendance), joint meetings of IMPAC and CPAAC, and dissemination of the CAN Descriptors to the Chairs of the major Ag Universities and State Community College Agriculture Curriculum Chairs, significant accomplishments have occurred:  

· Phase II (2003, second 1/3 of the 79 courses), review and revision of the Statewide Standardized Agriculture Curriculum completed in December 2003 and disseminated by Compact Disk (CD) and also available at the Ag Curriculum and Articulation Web, www.ccagcans.com.  

· Phase III (2004, last 1/3 of the 79 courses), review and revision of the Statewide Standardized Agriculture Curriculum targeted for completion in December 2004.  

· Wine Education and Enology Curriculum Grant completed, led by Yuba College and Santa Rosa Junior College, disseminated to all colleges and universities by CD in Fall 2003 and available on the Ag Curriculum and Articulation Web, www.ccagcans.com.  

· Equine Science Curriculum Grant completed, led by Santa Rosa Junior College, disseminated to all colleges and universities by CD in Summer 2004 and available on the Ag Curriculum and Articulation Web, www.ccagcans.com.

· Increased communication between University Department Chairs and Deans, Community College Agriculture Curriculum Chairs and faculty, and an expanded network for CAN Descriptor development and approval.

· Renewed cooperation and collaboration between IMPAC, CPAAC, and postsecondary institutions with programs in agriculture, resulting in a renewed commitment to work together to formalize and validate the Statewide Agriculture Curriculum and Articulation Model.

· CAN Descriptors developed, disseminated, edited, finalized and approved for 77 of the Statewide Standardized courses.  These have been distributed for one last look to all of the three systems’ chairs in anticipation of CAN Board presentation and approval in Fall of 2004 disseminated by CD in June 2004 and available on the Statewide Curriculum and Articulation Web at www.ccagcans.com.  

· Beginning discussions on a statewide articulation agreement on the Forestry/Natural Resources Statewide Curriculum, with CSU Humboldt included.

· Beginning Discussions on a Lower Division Preparatory Core for each Agriculture Discipline area.

Identified Trends/Future Directions

As of June 2004, Agriculture has 126 courses in the Statewide Standardized Agriculture Curriculum.  What follows is an overview of the number of courses in each discipline as well as those which have CAN Descriptors currently developed.

	Discipline
	# Courses
	# CAN Descriptors

	Agricultural Business
	7
	7

	Animal Science
	15
	15

	Environmental Horticulture Science
	15
	15

	Mechanized Agriculture
	16
	16

	Forestry and Natural Resources
	11
	11

	Plant Science
	15
	15

	Viticulture
	12
	

	Wine Education and Enology *
	17
	

	Equine Science*
	14
	

	Agriculture General Education
	4
	

	Total Number of Courses
	126
	79


*New curriculum area completed in the years 2003/2004. 

A complete listing of courses is included at the IMPAC Website.

Courses completing review in the 2003 Phase II Cycle

At the joint CPAAC/IMPAC Meeting in Sacramento on Thursday, December 5, 2003, the newly updated copies of the following courses were presented for final review and adopted by the CPAAC committee under Phase II Review.  The complete list of courses is included at www.ccagcans.com.

· Agri-Business…two courses

· Animal Science … five courses            

· Environmental Horticulture…five courses  

· Mechanized Agriculture…five courses

· Plant Science…five courses

· Forestry and Natural Resources (Phase I)…three courses

Courses under review in the 2004 Phase III Cycle

Agricultural Business…one course

Animal Science…five courses

Environmental Horticulture…four courses

Mechanized Agriculture…six courses

Forestry/Natural Resources (Phase II)…four courses

Plant Science…five courses

Comments From Statewide Meetings And The General Field

The comments from the field (UC, CSU and CC faculties) were used to update each of the courses in Phase II and III Review and develop the CAN Descriptors.  As course outlines were reviewed and edited, new articulation agreements have surfaced with the CSU and UC Institutions.

As the CPAAC meetings are now being held jointly with the Ag component of IMPAC, the actions are endorsed by both organizations.  As such, the CAN Descriptors developed through the review and development process come from both groups.  As stated before, this partnership has enhanced the ability of both organizations to be recognized as the validating body for their curriculum and articulation efforts.  Included in the Appendices is a Resolution, passed at the Midwinter CPAAC meeting in December 2002, which validates the need to CAN the statewide postsecondary agriculture curriculum.

Recommendations for The Discipline

· Continue to work collaboratively through the joint CPAAC/IMPAC meetings held three times a year (Statewide IMPAC in April, CPAAC in June and December). 

· Continue study as to the effectiveness of Agriculture attending the IMPAC Regional Meetings.  Consider the Regional Meetings as a communication tool for dissemination of the ongoing curriculum and articulation efforts to individuals in different parts of the state who may not be able to attend the joint IMPAC/CPAAC meetings.

· Continue the review/revision and further development of the Statewide Agriculture Curriculum and CAN Descriptors.

· Expand the Statewide Agriculture Articulation Model to include more courses articulated between the community colleges and universities.

· Finalize the Lower Division Preparatory Core for Agriculture.

· Add two new areas to the statewide agriculture curriculum, Sustainable Agriculture (04-05) and Veterinary Technology (05-06), through the CCCCO Statewide Industry Discipline Collaborative Grants.

Topics for Further Discussion

· Continue discussion as to the effectiveness of combining the efforts of IMPAC and CPAAC

· Improve communication between the CAN Board, IMPAC, and CPAAC in reference to CANning the Statewide Agriculture Curriculum

· Increase funding from IMPAC for combined CPAAC/IMPAC efforts, specifically travel for faculty to attend meetings/conferences

Recommendations Forwarded / To Be Forwarded To

· ICAS to accept this report and acknowledge/support efforts that improve the effectiveness of the Statewide Agriculture Curriculum and Articulation Model and the California Postsecondary Agriculture Articulation Collaborative

· CAN Board to adopt the 79 Agriculture Course Descriptors as submitted.  These are too extensive to be included in this report and are available on the web at www.ccagcans.com or by contacting Dr. Mark E. Bender at 209-664-6648 or mbender@csustan.edu
· CPAAC to continue to work collaboratively with IMPAC and maintain the joint meetings and statewide efforts

IMPAC Outreach Presentations Made by Members of This Group 

1. Calif. Post-Secondary Agriculture Articulation Collaborative Meeting – 12/4/03; Sacramento, Logan’s Roadhouse; Mark Bender; 30

2. Calif. Community College Midwinter Institute – 12/6/03; Elk Grove; Mark Bender; 70

3. Statewide Tech Prep Conference; Anaheim – 3/1-2/04; Postsecondary Collaboration Presentation; Mark Bender (CSUS), Don Borges (MJC), Rich Engel (UCD); 20

4. Calif. Post-Secondary Agriculture Articulation Collaborative Meeting – 6/20/04; Calif. Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo;  Mark Bender;  30 (Est.) 

5. Statewide Agriculture and Natural Resources Advisory Committee – 6/24/04; Calif. Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo; Mark Bender; 25 (Est.)

6. Calif. Ag Teachers Assn. Summer Conference – 6/21/04; Community College Division Curriculum Session; Calif. Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo;  Mark Bender;  20 (Est.)
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