MINUTES

IMPAC Engineering Discipline Meeting

March 2, 2006

Santa Ana College

Joint meeting with Engineering Liaison Council

Since the IMPAC Engineering Discipline met jointly with the Engineering Liaison Council, the format of the meeting was different than most IMPAC meetings. There were several general sessions with all participants present, and break-outs into different segments (UC, CSU, CC, and private universities), teaching techniques, student affairs, and co-op.  A list of IMPAC participants is attached.

A summary of the discussions follow.

Lower Division Transfer Project (LDTP)

Len Myers, Cal Poly San Luis Obispo gave an overview of the process of writing course descriptions.  Len shepherded the process.  The course descriptions include student learning outcomes, which are quite similar to course objectives.  Content that will lead to accomplishing the student learning outcomes are also listed.  The community college participants in IMPAC drafted updated course descriptions similar to the old CAN descriptions shortly after the last meeting, and forwarded them to Len for LDTP to use (or not) as they saw fit.

Jolayne Service from the CSU Chancellor’s Office reported that course descriptions will be made available soon.  The drafts will go to the CSU departments for review.  When 75% of the departments vote to accept the descriptions they will be established.  Once the course descriptions are finalized community colleges can articulate their courses statewide, through one process.  The 15 unit campus specific part of the LDTP will be articulated campus by campus.

Trevor Rodriquez, Engineering Discipline Articulation Officer, gave an overview of OSCAR, the online system for community college articulation officers to submit course for articulation with the CSU.

Jo Service said that community college courses that currently have California Articulation Numbers (CANs) will continue to be accepted for one year.  The first courses to go through the LDTP articulation process will be ones that do not currently have CANs.

Engineering Transfer Curriculum (ETC)

Joel Ferguson from UC Santa Cruz summarized the ETC effort which is being lead by Michael Hughey of UC Santa Cruz.  Michael Hughey is a member of the UC Educational Policy committee.  (Please see the IMPAC minutes for the Fall 2005 Engineering Discipline meeting.)  The intent for ETC is for students to transfer with the lower division courses necessary to begin taking upper division requirements in their first semester at the UC, thus overcoming the shortcomings of SciGETC for engineering.  Joel lead a discussion of the varying philosophies for ETC: whether it should be advisory only, or be used to certify a transfer student’s lower division general education.  While having the GE certifiable offers an advantage and puts real “teeth” into the document, it will also make gaining acceptance of ETC by UC faculty more difficult.  The community college faculty thought the curriculum will have a stronger impact if it provides some utility beyond advice.  ETC may take a similar form to IGETC, only with four fewer GE courses, and with the addition of the technical lower division courses required for the major.  The transfer student would be guaranteed that the GE they transfer will be accepted to meet requirements, but they will need to take more GE courses after transfer.  The ETC courses that are prerequisite for upper division major requirements would be advisory only- there will still be variation among campuses and majors.  The ETC will not be an articulation document.

The UC statewide Academic Senate has ruled that if a community college articulates a course with four campuses of the UC, the remaining campuses must also accept the course unless they take action to opt out.

Need for Surveying Course in Education for Civil Engineers

Most university civil engineering degrees no longer require a surveying course.  The community college engineering faculty requested that the university faculty reconsider the need for surveying, in view of the fact that the Professional Engineering licensing exam for Civil Engineers has a significant portion of the Practice and Principles exam devoted to surveying, plus a separate two hour exam on surveying.

Submitted by Darlene Mathias, Engineering Discipline Coordinator.

