Summary of 3/11/04 IMPAC/ELC Meeting UC Santa Barbara

Attendees:   See minutes of the Engineering Liaison Council.
1)  A joint meeting of the IMPAC Engineering discipline was held in conjuction with the Engineering Liaison Council at the University of California Santa Barbara.  A total of approximately 45 individuals including local community college counselors, administrators (several of which are also faculty members) and staff from 4-yr institutions attended the meeting.

2)  The first (focus) session of the ELC meeting was devoted to a presentation by IMPAC Engineering Lead, Dan Chang, regarding the IMPAC SCIGETC 3/5/04 draft proposal prepared by Herb Strauss of IMPAC.  (Power Point slides used for the presentation are attached.)  The presentation was followed by questions and answers and general discussion.  One of the concerns expressed by attendees at the general session was a philosophical difference of the purpose of the current SCIGETC proposal, i.e., advising to the lowest common denominator for students that are uncertain of direction, versus providing articulation guidance for major preparation.  It was pointed out, that at some Community Colleges, a student beginning the correct sequence of major preparation courses for engineering, may not be able to complete the lower division transfer requirements in two academic years.  Therefore it was imperative that correct engineering-specific major preparation guidance be provided as soon as a student begins community college.  Paul Rainey, the ELC Chair then directed the attendees to undertake discussion of the proposal at the first afternoon breakout sessions of the Community College, California State University and University of California segments, and for each segment to report back to the entire ELC at the business meeting.  

3)  Engineering Lead Chang attended the afternoon CSU segment meeting.    From the discussions that took place, it was clear that the CSU faculty favored separate Engineering major preparation guidance, along with recommendations for how to handle general education courses in the area of English, Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences.  Those present prepared a table similar to the SCIGETC proposal, but with explicit guidance regarding lower division engineering courses suitable for major preparation in addition to general mathematics, physics, chemistry and humanities and social science coursework.  The table was subsequently presented at the Business meeting by Walt Loscutoff (CSU Fresno) who served as chair of the CSU segment meeting.

4)  At the business meeting the Community College and University of California segments also recommended abandonment of SCIGETC in favor of  engineering-specific guidance information.  Thus it was unanimously decided to clearly separate engineering program guidance for transfer students from the current SCIGETC proposal.  The exact name of the guidance proposal was not decided upon, but several possibilities were offered, Engineering Major Preparation Transfer Curriculum (EMPTC), Engineering Major Preparation and General Education Transfer Curriculum (EMPGETC) and simply Engineering Major Preparation Curriculum(EMPC).  It was decided that the UC and CSU will each prepare proposals for updating the 1998 Engineering Articulation Guidelines, format it in a similar manner as the SCIGETC table, and at the Fall meeting formulate a compromise guidance document.  The Community College segment indicated that they could adjust to whatever was satisfactory to both the UC and CSU.  

5)  Discussion as to whether to coordinate the ELC meeting with the first IMPAC fall regional meeting was then discussed.  A vote was taken to empower the Executive Committee of the ELC to set a date and location for the next meeting.  The preference expressed at the meeting was to continue to meet on Thursday, but at facilities co-located with IMPAC and to have the IMPAC engineering discipline meeting on Thursday, with "local" ELC members representing ELC at the Saturday afternoon IMPAC interdisciplinary meeting.  Second choice was to have the ELC meeting on Friday with a similar arrangement.  Gary Ford (UCD), current ELC Secretary and next year's ELC Chair, will work with Dan Chang and the IMPAC Executive Director to come up with a plan that can be acted upon by the ELC Executive Committee.







