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The meeting first considered the outcomes of the three regional chemistry meetings that had been held during the year – at CSU-Chico, at San Diego Community City College and at CSU-San Bernardino.  These meetings had some support from IMPAC – typically travel and lunch expenses.  This helped a great deal and encouraged participants from a large area to attend.  The smallest of the meetings was at San Bernardino, but the attendees did represent the institutions with about 90% of the transferring students to CSU-SB. 
At the Chico meeting, students were invited to speak about their transfer experiences.  Typical problems in transferring started with the student’s uncertainty about their own goals and their inexperience in “reading the catalogs.”  In many colleges, it is important to get the students in a technical major such as chemistry to speak to the advisors and faculty in their major, as the general advice given by advisors not in the discipline is often misleading. 
The perennial problem of transferring organic chemistry was discussed.  The Chemistry Chairs of the CSU’s usually accept the content of Community College organic chemistry courses, even if the courses are not formally  articulated due to issues such as upper division/lower division.  (Chemistry majors rarely are short of units so that not transferring units does not cause a problem).  The syllabus for GOB Chemistry (general-organic-biochemistry) is another continuing issue, with most Community Colleges teaching a two-semester GOB course.  The Colleges with large enrollments in Chemistry can provide special courses for nurses and these can be the one-semester course or simply the second semester of the two-semester sequence.  (The nursing requirements differ for nurses in an Associate Degree program or in a B.S. program).
Many Colleges are using the ACS (American Chemical Society) tests for assessing the outcomes of their courses.  Some use the entire tests, some use sample questions from the tests.  Since the tests are given Nationwide and the distribution of scores is published, assessment is relatively straightforward.  It was noted that the assessment and grading have to be done separately. 

Grades for transfer: The CSU-SF Chemistry Department has just announced that it will not accept courses for the major with a grade of C-.  This led to a discussion of whether C- was a legitimate grade at a Community College.  Kate Clark was consulted and said that the grading system varies by CCC District and that C- had recently been made a possible grade in some Districts.  In practice, the decision to not accept C- grades does not seem to be a problem.

Finally, there was a brief discussion of coming changes in the Chemistry Curriculum.  There is an increasing emphasis on biology: techniques for making bioactive materials such as drugs have vastly improved and the biotech industry has been hiring chemists.  Similarly, there is increased interest in “materials.”  An example is the new nano materials. 

Next year: The regional meetings 

The consensus was that the regional meetings should continue with support from IMPAC.  There was some sentiment that the districts could be larger.  For example, the CCC districts, which divide the State into four rather than the CIAC districts, which divide the state into ten, could be used.

The Statewide IMPAC meeting is invaluable for getting faculty from all over the state together and for interdisciplinary discussion.  

