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Notes by Herb Strauss
The meeting started with a review of the CAN descriptors. The ones submitted last year by this group have all been accepted by the CAN Board. This does not resolve all problems however. 

The lower division analytical chemistry course, although CANned, is still undergoing rapid change. It is not timely to try and write a new descriptor.

The lower-division organic chemistry course, which has been the most controversial, is still a problem with some four-year colleges accepting the course and others not.  The sticking point is often the availability of instrumentation (usually nuclear magnetic resonance spectrometers) in the Community College.  One solution for this problem is to team up with a four-year school that has the instrumentation and have the community college students use the facilities in the four-year school when necessary. 

The current CAN descriptors suggest the addition of learning objectives (see excerpt from the CAN web site below). It was agreed that we would try and get learning objectives (not outcomes) for the CAN courses. This may only make sense for the entire sequence of courses (i.e. CAN Chem sequence A, B, C) and not for the individual component courses. 
From the CAN web site:
Under the new model CAN course descriptors will have a higher level of review and

scrutiny from discipline faculty than the previous model in order to support the more

rigorous CAN qualification process.

6. Proposed CAN Descriptor - The new CAN descriptor proposed by the FDRG for

approval by the CAN Board will contain:

a. Overview

b. Topics/Content

c. It is strongly recommended that the descriptor also contain learning

objectives/student learning outcomes. This will consist of measurable

knowledge, skills, abilities and attitudes that a student has attained at the

end (or as a result) of his or her engagement in a particular set of

collegiate experience (pursuant to the Western Association of Schools

and Colleges Standards).

Chemistry for Nurses:
This perennial issue came up in a new form.  The Nursing program at CSU San Diego has been trying to define the transfer 45/15 package of courses. As part of this they want to specify a one-semester chemistry course. (Such a course has been taught in a number of community colleges, but the form of the course is not yet fixed, see below). The Chemistry Department at CSU San Diego will not accept such a course.  This leaves the nursing program in a quandary. In a joint meeting with the Nursing Group, many suggestions were made. The rules for such a situation are not clear to the participants. It was suggested that since IMPAC, CAN, the 45/15 program, and other curricular matters are under the jurisdiction of the various faculties operating within the framework of their Senates, that the CSU Senate should persuade the Chemistry Department. Note that the Chemistry Department would only be asked to accept the course as a Nursing requirement, not as preparation for other curricula. 
The Chemistry had an additional long discussion of the one-semester “Nursing Chemistry” Course. Many variations where discussed. The outstanding problem is to teach enough material in one semester. Various solutions seem possible. One is to specify the second semester of the two semester GOB sequence (Chem. Seq B), with the possibility of a student testing out of the first semester. If was noted that the Nursing group accepts a 5-unit semester course. This translates to an 8-unit quarter course.  A number of the chemistry faculty expressed reservations about teaching a course that would have to go so fast. 

