IMPAC Regional Meeting, Newport Beach 11/15/03

Participants:

dabma@ccsf.edu, Ealexand@sdccd.net, dcarranza@ivc.cc.ca.us, 
   aleung@riohondo.edu, emarren@marymountpv.edu, tom.olmstead@gcccd.net, 
   bsawrey@ucsd.edu, noel@chemistry.csudh.edu, jthomas@swc.cc.ca.us
Topic 1  The group discussed the comments on the proposed CAN Descriptors from the last month’s San José meeting.  The most detailed discussion involved including in the Descriptors, a requirement for written laboratory reports.  It become apparent that practice varied from school to school.  Trying to define exactly what a satisfactory written report would consist of would be difficult and unnecessarily constrictive. 

Topic 3.  Could we CAN a one semester GOB course, aimed particularly for nursing students?  Relatively few schools teach such a course but it became apparent that those that do have quite different course outlines.  A vex question is what requirements would there be for entrance in such a course?  Intermediate Algebra? less than that?  No stated requirements?  It was pointed out that a course such as Chemistry might have a “hidden requirement” of a certain level of mathematics.  That is, students really need a certain level whether it is explicitly stated as a prerequisite or not.  Books, such as one by Stoker, are available for the course, but apparently different books take quite different approaches.  It was decided to not attempt to write a CAN Descriptor.

Topic 2 SCIGETC.  The chemistry group met with groups from Mathematics, Biology, and Engineering and briefly reviewed the SCIGETC proposal as outlined in the 2002-2003 Biology Report.  Chemistry and Biology are generally in favor of such a program.  Engineering feels it needs advice from the “Engineering Council” and Mathematics has felt the best way to proceed is to have four-year schools meet one on one with their feeder two-year schools to work out Math courses.  It was suggested that each group write down its revised version of the SCIGETC proposal, or its concerns that it will not work and send it to HLS, who will try to integrate the comments into a coherent form.  HLS will also contact the Leads in Physics and Geology to get their input. 

