
Notes from the IMPAC meeting on January 27, 2006 at SD City College

The following people attended the meeting:


1.
Edward Alexander (SD Mesa College, F)


2.
Libby Andersen (City College, F and AO)


3.
Theresa Bolanos (City College, F)


4.
Jamie Covalt (City College, F)


5. 
Nancy Crispen (City College, F)


6.
Judy Dirbas (Grossmont college, F)


7.
Daphne Figueroa (Miramar College, F)


8.
Fred Garces (Miramar College, F)


9.
Dwayne Gergens (Mesa College, F)


10.
Ram Gurumurthy (City College, F)


11.
Carl Hoeger (UCSD, F)


12.
Carol Lee (Imperial Valley College, AO)


13.
Tom Olmstead (Grossmont College, F)


14.
David Pullman (SDSU, F)


15.
Barbara Sawrey (UCSD, F, Meeting Chair)


16.
Duane Short (Miramar College, AO)


17.
Will Tappen (Mesa College, F)


18.
Jackie Thomas (Southwestern College, F)


19.
Marianne Tortorici (City College, Dean)


20.
Steven C. Welch (CSU San Marcos, F)


21.
Linda Woods (Miramar College, F)


22.
Yoly Woo—Hoogenstyn (UCSD, AO)


F= Faculty member, AO= Articulation Officer

· Professor Sawrey gave a brief introduction of IMPAC and summarized the past chemistry IMPAC meetings  discussions; she noted that the majority of students to whom we teach chemistry are students with biological interest; future funding for IMPAC chemistry is not likely to be available as sufficient work has been done for this field in the past years and therefore it can take care of itself; IMPAC interest will  move  towards social sciences; details of SciGETC was discussed with a two-page hand-out by Professor Sawrey. Professor Sawrey then asked the audience to give updates of anything new introduced in their departments. She started with her UCSD report. Analytical chemistry course is moved to upper division (Chemistry 100A and Chemistry 100B); She gave some chemistry GPA statistics gathered for the year 2003 and 2004; transfer students perform a bit low during the first year and do better in the second year, finishing with a record indistinguishable from the non-transfers; she also reported the results of an informal survey conducted in her Fall Quarter 2005 course (orientation to UCSD) taught to incoming transfer students. The survey contained useful questions and students’ response give all faculty and AOs a perspective of how good or bad we are in guiding our students in various areas.

· Professor Will Tappen (SD Mesa College) reported that Mesa College Chemistry Department is trying to get ACS accreditation for their Chemistry Technician program; Also, his department is trying to segregate introductory chemistry courses-one for the Liberal Arts and another for the Nursing and related fields students.

· Regarding the GOB course, the discussion was centered around one semester vs two semester offerings; Professor Jackie Thomas made available copies of course outline/syllabi offered in some colleges and Professor Libby Andersen made copies of these materials  for interested attendees. SDSU has stopped requiring a lab component for their Chemistry 130 (organic chemistry for nursing) course while the ccs are continuing to offer Chemistry 130 lecture along with a lab component as a co-requisite; Professor Steven Welch (CSU, San Marcos) reported a new course offering that combines biochemistry and organic for the pre-nursing students; Professor. David Pullman from SDSU reported that nursing faculty are moving towards more biochemistry focus for their students. 

Regarding the two semester/three quarter organic chemistry courses for Science majors, attendees asked clarification regarding transferability of cc courses and equivalent course numbers at UCSD. Both CSUs and UCSD do transfer the first semester ochem course; regarding the second semester ochem, different policies exist; CSU San Marcos treat ochem II as lower level courses, UCSD treats both ochem I and II as upper level, SDSU transfers only ochem I and expects student to do ochem II or repeat ochem II in the form of their advanced course Chemistry 537; there was intense discussion regarding the SDSU policy and therefore Professor Sawrey and other attendees requested Professor Pullman to place this item before SDSU chemistry faculty so that they can discuss the policy in a forum like this in the future; Professor Pullman kindly agreed to discuss this with SDSU faculty. UCSD students need not repeat ochem I and II courses taken at a community college.  Regarding students moving from a quarter system school to a semester system cc to take a follow-up course, Professor Sawrey remarked that the ccs should just enforce their own rules (sometimes students try to convince a cc to let them take just the lecture without lab, or vice versa). The lecture and lab separation poses a problem when UCSD students choose to take a lab component in a cc one year or so after taking the lecture at UCSD; the knowledge base is forgotten to do labs with understanding. Regarding repeating courses, Carol Lee, Imperial Valley College AO, remarked that she always advises her students to repeat a course in the same college. 

· Regarding on-line chemistry courses no special articulation exists between UCSD and ccs. Professor Sawrey remarked, transfer issues need be handled case by case, but that if a cc offers one of its regular courses in an online form, UC is assuming the cc is validating that it meets the same requirements as their regular course. If the contents of the on-line courses are the same as on-campus courses it should not pose any problem.

· A transfer student from CSU San Marcos, Rachel, gave a very nice presentation of her past experience in a cc, transfer related issues, and her current experience at CSU (thanks to Professor Welch for arranging this). There were a number of practical questions from the audience to the student. The session was useful because it gave faculty some thoughts/ideas to serve our students well.

