World Literature Courses 

Proposed Course Objectives

Revised at statewide IMPAC meeting of 4-30-05

Course Description: A comparative study of selected masterworks of world literature in translation from antiquity to the seventeenth century (for WL II -- from the seventeenth century through the twentieth century). 

Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to do the following:

1. Analyze significant texts and authors from antiquity to the seventeenth century (for WL II – “of the seventeenth century through the twentieth century”). 

2. Differentiate between prominent literary forms, such as   epics, lyric poetry, tragedies, comedies, memoirs, sacred texts, satires, tales, essays, novels.

3. Employ techniques of close textual reading, analysis, and interpretation.

4. Compare and contrast texts of various world cultures, including Middle Eastern, Mediterranean, Asian, European, African, and The New World.

5. Determine the relationship between literary works and their historical, philosophical, social, political, and artistic contexts.
6. Evaluate the ideas that have shaped literary works and historical events.
7. Conduct extensive research on a topic of world literature. 

8. Write critical analyses that reflect the student’s ability to synthesize ideas and themes from original texts and secondary sources.

