Recommendations for the Discipline

1. Mission statement for foreign languages:  All three segments (UC, CSU, CCC) share the goal of a successful intersegmental transfer for students while 
maintaining a diversity of language offerings in the interest of community and international understanding, national security, economic development and a balanced humanities curriculum.  All languages for which there are CAN descriptors should be available to each student, at minimum on a local regional basis, taking advantage of all of the resources offered by the three systems.  By the same token, administrators need to promote the offering of advanced language courses even in the face of low enrollments.  To the extent that technology can be used to help less-commonly-taught languages be available, it should be used.

2. Courses Five and Six: courses five and six should be offered whenever feasible as the best transition from lower to upper division work, as well as to meet the needs of heritage learners and students who have had a strong high school preparation in languages.

3. FL Class Size:  Given the intensive interactions demanded by second language learning, institutions at all three systems should maintain a normal foreign-language class size of no more than twenty-five students.

4. Placement: All institutions should be encouraged to implement a language placement assessment process to advise students on the most appropriate course placement and to verify that previous seat-time has lead to the proper learning outcomes.  Methods of assessment include individual interviews, online testing, and/or paper/pen tests. Each segment agreed to survey its members as to use of placement systems.  A standard “rule of thumb” for placement in the CCC, CSU and UC segments might be phrased as follows:  One high school year of language study = one college/university term (quarter or semester) of language study.  Nevertheless, the assessment procedures should confirm the accuracy of this general placement rule.  This also implies that CAN descriptors should link to the K-12 Foreign Language Framework. 

5. IGETC:  The statewide IGETC Languages Other Than English (LOTE) requirement only requires two years of high school in one language as an entrance requirement to the university.  The CCC’s need to align their IGETC definition of how many semesters of language study are needed to equal two years of a high school program.  The latter is defined in high school WASC reports.

6. AP Exams: We need to treat AP classes more equitably at the four-year universities.  It was decided that a score of 3 on AP language should count as at least as 4th semester or 5th/6th quarter course (e.g. 8 units), while AP literature should count for upper division work.  The UC Consortium for Language Learning & Teaching (UCCLLT) is in the process of recommending reforms on this issue to the UC system.  

7. First-year textbooks: standard first-year textbooks should be used for no more than two semesters or three quarters.  (Some instructors feel these standards should be relaxed to three semesters or four quarters, but no further).

8. Adjunct faculty:  Time and resources are needed to maximize the teaching contribution of adjunct faculty.  Adjunct faculty need office space and should be fairly remunerated for out of class work (e.g. office hours).  IMPAC coordinators should address adjunct in the letter of invitation to participate in IMPAC.

9. Consortia:  Administrators need to promote consortia meetings of foreign languages in order to share resources and promote the maximum diversity in FL offering.

10. Dual Admissions:  These programs need to be promoted to keep a large diversity of languages offered.

Recommendations for Support Courses

Maintaining Foreign Languages by Implementing their Use in Courses Taught Across the Curriculum (FLAC):  In order to facilitate the language instruction needs of students in a variety of academic disciplines, foreign languages across the curriculum (FLAC) needs to be explored within the context of articulation.  Additionally, need for cross-cultural and civilization courses taught in English should be determined.

Topics for further discussion

CAN descriptors:  Significant time and effort must now be invested in modifying the existing CAN descriptors and, subsequently, vetting these changes so that final recommendations are be forwarded.

Recommendations to be forwarded to CAN

1. Descriptors:  The CAN course descriptors were created in the early 1990s and need to be updated by this group.  Where appropriate, the descriptors should reflect the standards established in the California K-12 Foreign Language Framework and the Standards for Language Learning in the 21st Century.

2. Unit credit:  There is a discrepancy in the number of units required by the CAN descriptors.  Ten (10) semester units are required for the first year sequence in CAN.  Some community colleges are qualifying courses that are four units.  More units imply more proficiency.  A uniform unit requirement should be maintained for CAN.

3. Culture:  CAN descriptors must explicitly affirm that culture is inseparable from language and, therefore, integral to all language courses.  The specific mention of cultural components is uneven at present.

4. Critical thinking:  The term “critical thinking” needs to be defined and affirmed in the foreign language context.  The CAN descriptors should reflect the role that language study plays in the development of “critical thinking.”

5. Languages without CAN descriptors:  Any languages taught at four or more UC/CSU campuses must have CAN descriptors following the CAN guidelines.  For example, we have identified Korean, Hebrew, Arabic and heritage language classes as needing descriptors.  There may be other languages that meet this criterion as well.

6. ILR Categories for languages I, II, III, IV:  It is understood that language differ with respect to the amount of time needed to reach the ACTFL proficiency benchmarks.  Languages can be grouped according to the following ILR scale of contact hours needed to accomplish advanced proficiency:

Category I (750 hours):  Spanish, French, Italian, Portuguese, Swahili

Category (1320) II:  German, Farsi, Hindi

Category III (1500):  Russian, Vietnamese

Category IV (2760): Arabic, Chinese, Japanese, Korean 

7. Suggested generic CAN 2 “Elementary X”:  
The focus of this course is to teach culture and facilitate language acquisition through listening, speaking, reading and writing.  Language learners will communicate primarily with formulaic speech to perform basic communicative tasks (e.g. listing, enumerating, identifying, expressing minimal courtesies, agreement, and disagreement, especially in the present) and to begin to create/respond in the language in culturally appropriate ways.  While culture includes how to interact with native speakers, the course also encompasses an introduction to history, geography, politics and the arts.  Students will develop the ability to think critically by analyzing linguistic structures and reflecting on and evaluating cross-cultural differences.  Prerequisite:  None.  ACTFL Competency Goal:  Will vary according to language category (see appendix) in Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing.  Credit:  5 units

8. Suggested generic CAN 4 “Intermediate X”:  

The focus of this course continues to be to teach culture and facilitate language acquisition through listening, speaking, reading and writing. Students will communicate in culturally appropriate ways using more complex speech structures--mostly at the sentence level with strings of juxtaposed ideas--including the ability to understand simple statements and questions and to participate in informal conversation by asking and answering questions.  Students can supply personal information and simple descriptions both orally and in writing and fulfill routine needs.  Students can be expected to produce short messages, notes, letters, and descriptions of self, family, personal, and routine school and work experiences.  Writing may reflect oral language.  While culture includes how to interact with native speakers, the course also will continue to address issues in history, geography, politics and the arts.  Students will continue to develop the ability to think critically by analyzing linguistic structures and reflecting on and evaluating cross-cultural differences.  Prerequisite:  CAN 2.  ACTFL Competency Goal: Will vary according to language category (see appendix) in Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing.  Credit:  5 units

9. Suggested generic CAN 8 “Intermediate X”:  

The focus of this course continues to be to teach culture and facilitate language acquisition through listening, speaking, reading and writing.  Reading and writing are increasingly stressed.  Content is expanded beyond “survival” needs of the immediate environment in order to express personal meaning and to apply different strategies and techniques to engage in casual conversation, express opinions and make suggestions on familiar topics, as well as some abstract issues and plans.  Accuracy becomes quite high for high frequency structures and vocabulary but more complex discourse is still quite halting and requires a somewhat sympathetic listener or reader.  There is a marked increased awareness of cultural norms, values, and culturally relevant appropriate customs and events.  Students will continue to develop the ability to think critically by analyzing linguistic structures and reflecting on and evaluating cross-cultural differences.  Prerequisite:  CAN 4.  ACTFL Competency Goal: Will vary according to language category (see appendix) in Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing.  Credit:  5 units

10. Suggested generic CAN 10 “Intermediate X”:  

The focus of this course continues to be to teach culture and facilitate language acquisition through listening, speaking, reading and writing.  This course emphasizes culturally authentic readings and strives to have students develop cohesive written narratives and expository prose.  Competency reflects the emerging ability to deal with complicated situations and to attempt to discuss topics beyond immediate and personal needs such as current events, politics, business, cultural and moral issues, history and customs.  Developing accuracy focuses on sustained control of culturally appropriate language that relies on narrations and descriptions in the present and past, as well as anticipated or hypothetical events. Students will continue to develop the ability to think critically by analyzing linguistic structures and reflecting on and evaluating cross-cultural differences.  Prerequisite:  CAN 8.  ACTFL Competency Goal: Will vary according to language category (see appendix) in Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing.  Credit:  5 units

�I have in my notes a reference to “successful transfer of students.”  It could be inserted here.  cp





