
Recommendations for the Foreign Language Discipline

The following recommendations were developed during discussions with faculty across the state during 2003-04.  These recommendations are dated recommendations and are not mandatory agreements among the segments.  While some disciplines have developed a core curriculum, this curriculum only suggests the core competencies and skills needed for lower division major preparation as recommended and discussed among the discipline faculty in attendance at IMPAC regional and statewide meetings.

1. Language diversity:  It is the goal of all three segments to maintain this diversity of language offerings in the interest of national security, economic development, and a balanced humanities curriculum. A coordinated effort among local universities, colleges and high schools should provide diverse language learning programs.

2. Placement:  There should exist a standard “rule of thumb” for the CCC, CSU, and UC segments, such as:  One high school year of language study = one college/university term (quarter or semester) of language study. . . This also implies that CAN descriptors should link to the K-12 Foreign Language Framework.  All institutions should be encouraged to implement a language placement-assessment process to advise students into the most appropriate course(s).  Methods of assessment include individual interviews, online testing, and/or paper/pen tests.

3. IGETC:  The statewide IGETC Languages Other Than English (LOTE) requirement should be revisited as follows:  Two semesters rather than one semester of foreign language study should be required. 
4. AP Exams:  These exams need to be reviewed by language faculty and articulation officers at all levels in order to ensure a uniform treatment of results across the three higher education systems.

5. Courses Five and Six: Courses five and six should be offered whenever feasible in order to promote a smooth transition to upper-division work at CSU and UC.  The CSU and UC systems need to specify more fully the expectations for Course Five and Six taught at the CCCs in order to serve as a bridge.

6. First-year textbooks: Standard first-year textbooks should be used for no more than three semesters or four quarters.

7. Adjunct faculty:  Time and resources are needed to maximize the teaching contribution of adjunct faculty.  Adjunct faculty need office space and should be fairly remunerated for out of class work (e.g. office hours).  IMPAC coordinators should address adjunct faculty in the letter of invitation to participate in IMPAC.

8. Consortia:  Administrators need to promote consortium meetings of foreign languages and commit to offering low enrolled advanced language courses to keep the languages alive.  The three segments need to cooperate in promoting technology-mediated language courses.

9. Dual Admissions:  These programs need to be promoted to keep a large diversity of languages offered.


