
Recommendations for the Journalism Discipline

The following recommendations were developed during discussions with faculty across the state during 2003-04.  These recommendations are dated recommendations and are not mandatory agreements among the segments.  While some disciplines have developed a core curriculum, this curriculum only suggests the core competencies and skills needed for lower division major preparation as recommended and discussed among the discipline faculty in attendance at IMPAC regional and statewide meetings.

 

At this juncture, our only viable recommendation is that journalism faculty continue to meet with the aim of seeking agreement on new course articulation.

In an informal sampling, eight CSU Journalism programs (Dominguez Hills, Fresno State, Fullerton State, Humboldt State, Northridge, Cal Poly Pomona, San Jose State, and Cal Poly San Luis Obispo) indicated they might favor an adding an additional CAN course. Likely to oppose to an additional CAN course are five CSUs (Chico State, Sacramento State, San Diego State, San Francisco State, Stanislaus State). Whether these sentiments might shift due to future discussion, or which direction such a shift might take, is a good question. 

Many CSU journalism chairs worry about the quality of any new courses to be added to the CAN list.  They express concern that less rigorous CC coursework, if accepted for credit toward the BA in Journalism, would dilute the quality of Journalism majors preparation for the profession. 

An answer to these concerns might be for CSU Journalism programs to work closely with individual CCs and with Journalism Association of Community Colleges (JACC) to make certain the aims, content, assignments and teaching methods are as rigorous as those in CSU programs.  Clearly, this is not an overnight solution.  It could only be accomplished if fueled by IMPAC (or IMPAC-like) funding, or via internal CSU/CC funding. 
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