1
IMPAC ESL Meeting Minutes 12/19/05

4

English as a Second Language Discipline

IMPAC South and Metro Regional Meeting

Sheraton Gateway Hotel, Los Angeles, CA

November 19, 2005

Attendees:  

Jan Frodesen


UC Santa Barbara 

Daryl Kinney


Los Angles City College

Emily Lodmer


Santa Monica College

Susan McQuerrey

Bakersfield College

Jeanie Nishimie 

Pasadena City College 

Sharon Jaffe


Santa Monica College

Alicia Munoz


Cuyamaca College

Maria Ruiz


Victor Valley College

Nancy Sander


West Los Angeles College

Natalia Schroeder

Long Beach City College’

Kathryn Sucher

Santa Monica College

James Wilson


Mount San Jacinto College

I. Jan Frodesen welcomed participants. Participants introduced themselves summarized concerns and shared campus information.

· Mount San Jacinto:  Placement, assessment and outreach 

· Long Beach CC:  Academic Track vs. voc. track; Self ID for ESL may lead to erroneous placement; Gen 1.5 students could go to English, but some prefer to stay in ESL

· Bakersfield College: HIS; Assessment Instrument (Compass ESL); 

     4 skills are divided at some colleges; Pre-English I classes will not  

     transfer; stigma of ESL for generation 1.5 students; marketing of ESL 

     is an issue

· Los Angeles CC: English/ESL together: hard to identify generation 1.5 students needing specialized instruction; trying to develop programs specific for this population; cohort classes in basic skills >content of language course & learning strategies course; restrictions: relies on grant $$, students have to be full time; eligible for Title V; ESL is stigmatizing for some students. (Noted useful articulation document: National Center for Policy on Higher Ed: www.highereducation.org Bridging the Gap between High School and College).  

· West L.A. College: Workshops after Thanksgiving involving ELAC, feeder HS, UC, CSU faculty. West wants to start w/Learning Communities & cohorts.  Goals: Identifying generation 1.5 

needing academic support & get program in place by Spring 2007.

See following notes for more information.

· Santa Monica College: Same issues as those expressed by other faculty; 1.5 generation students flock to English Basic Skills. In “recovery mode” having lost We vocational mission. SMC has the highest transfer rate in the state. ESL Dept. Chair instrumental in forming small Summer Bridge, but not institutionalized.  F-1 population is shrinking.  SMC is now aiming to better address the immigrant population, planning a Spring 2005 Outreach Event

· Pasadena CC:  Articulation Officer Jeanie Nishime discussed rulings from Chancellor’s Office re: transferability.  Jeanie will send IMPAC participants new information about transfer issues.

· Victor Valley College:  Has Title 5 funding to support a walk-in lab & support lab component in classes. Grant allows for tech aides (3 bilingual aides). Basic computer literacy course needs to be upgraded.  A large gap exists between Academic & non-credit; another level is needed in between. The largest population is non resident,  AB540; lack of awareness about issues related to this population.  Trying to get an open lab with adjuncts to staff the lab. $100,000 Verizon grant received last year for an ESL lab classroom.  Implementation of the Title V grant for math and ESL has been delayed. Math Lab is near completion. Non-credit program has been removed due to insufficient FTE; Level 1 then put back on a non-credit basis. 

· Cuyamaca College:  Need for more support for students ready to mainstream; concern with status of classes under Freshman Comp? Current state: Academic Senate consideration of resolutions requiring change in Title V For AA Degree:  Freshman Comp and Intermediate Algebra

II. Jan Frodesen summarized core issues from IMPAC ESL Annual Report (posted on IMPAC meetings link>ESL).  For new participants, she noted that during the first year of IMPAC, the ESL faculty identified a broad range of issues; during the 2nd year, groups identified and discussed some key issues such as assessment, degree applicable courses below English 1A ESL students feeling stigmatized and the possibility of renaming programs that serve large numbers of generation 1.5 students; in the coming year, we will be sharing ideas about effective practices on our campuses for creating faculty awareness about ESL students and other interdisciplinary efforts, establishing contacts with assessment staff,  and outreach efforts to feeder high schools.



III.     Preliminary results of the ICAS ESL Task Force Survey 

     Response rate across the 3 segments (CCC, CSU, UC) was 60%. The

          survey report will provide descriptive information and data about

          assessment, placement, matriculation practices, courses, and support 


     services for ESL students. It will identify areas where information is not


     available or difficult to get and will make recommendations. The CCs are


     especially focused on in the report, which will be submitted to ICAS 

     in February, 2006 and then to the three Academic Senates for approval.


     In general, of the three segments, the CCCs tend to most thoroughly 


     respond to the needs of ESL students through curriculum and support 


     services.  Many of the CSUs do not have ESL programs and only half of 


     the eight UCs still have ESL programs.  


     The report also finds that services for ESL transfer students are lacking in 


     all three segment and that while many institutions provide services for 


     international students (e.g. advising, orientation), they do not have similar 


     services for the ESL immigrant population. The one area of support 


     services for immigrant students most prevalent across all segments 


     was tutorial support, especially for writing. Participants commented that 


     the F1 students generally do not resist placement into ESL, unlike many


     of the immigrant students who do not want to take ESL courses.

          Jan Frodesen distributed handout based on the info presented at CATESOL 


     regional meetings.  CATESOL responders suggested the need to look more


     In depth at curriculum in the future, examining the quality of courses and 


     considering whether they serve the target populations. IMPAC faculty 


     noted that we cannot assume that once students finish 2 years at CC 


     they will automatically be prepared for transfer. They also emphasized the 
     need for articulation with the high schools: Even if students are successful


     in meeting HS curricular goals, they are not always well prepared for 
  
     higher education.  The phenomenon of disconnected youth was discussed; 


     many males (18-24) dropping out of school, including language minority 


     students. 


    Kathy Sucher (SMC) suggested the need for a glossary of terms to 


    make clear which populations of ESL learners were being discussed. She 


    noted problems completing the survey as some of the questions were


    ambiguous.

IV.
Reports on “effective practices”  on community college campuses


A.   The Generation 1.5  Mini-Conference at Pasadena City College last spring 
  
      attended by HS, CC, CSU and UC faculty. Jan will see about posting a 


      report of this conference on the IMPAC website. The follow-up conference 


      that had been planned for November 2005 was not held due to lack of 


      response. IMPAC faculty suggested that this was most likely due not to a 


      lack of interest but to overloaded schedules for many and that more 


      advance notice might produce better results.


B.   Long Beach City College: Extra-curricular/Interdisciplinary ESL proposals 


      Natalia Schroeder reported on an extra-curricular proposal she is working 
  
      on to involve ESL students in the theatre. The hope is that ESL immigrant 


      students, international students and native English speakers can work 


      together through the conduit of drama since typically these groups do not 


      interact a great deal on campus. The proposal would benefit all groups 


      culturally as well as offering an engaging content-based approach to 


      developing language skills. Students would be able to participate in 


      theater activities in a variety of ways, both on stage and behind stage.


      Natalia also presented ideas for an interdisciplinary AA degree in


      bilcultural/biliteracy studies; such a program would allow bilingual 


      students to develop and benefit from their dual (or multiple) linguistic 


      abilities. One way to build in more degree applicable courses for ESL


      students is to develop interdisciplinary programs.

          C.   Santa Monica College Outreach Event for Feeder HS’s. The ESL 


      department at Santa Monica identified 10 high schools in the area and 


      invited them to a meeting at the college.  SMC faculty reported that it 

      was a very productive exchange in which many of the issues that have 


      been discussed at the IMPAC meeting came up, such as the problem with 


      high school language minority students being averse to taking ESL 


      courses at the college level. SMC is planning another event in Spring of


      2006. Kathy Sucher shared information about some of the practical


      considerations that arise in scheduling outreach activities with feeder high 


      schools and how to address them. She noted that EOPS may provide


      student support and funding for such activities. SMC will provide 


      a template for this activity for posting on the IMPAC ESL website.

 V  
Upcoming SL-related meetings/workshops


A. Daryl Kinney, LACC,  Learning Outcomes Coordinator for community 


    colleges Southern region to Orange county announced SCAL Learning 


   Outcomes Group meeting Jan 10th –  for those who have Outcomes 


   Coordinators, contact Daryll at kinneyd@lacitycollege.edu


B. West La College: Generation 1.5 workshops

    Nancy Sander passed out information about two days of Title 5 funded 


    workshops to be held at West LA College on November 28 and December 2 


    concerned with research on identifying ESL students at West LA and 


    curriculum development for the generation 1.5 students. Participants will

              include faculty/administrators from local UCs, CSUs, and CCs, including

              faculty across the disciplines from West LA.


   One issue is how to identify the students who are 1.5 at West Los 


   Angeles?  Demographic data – two questions, what language did students 


   learn to read and write in, and what language they spoke at home.  It is 


   possible at the placement stage to put questions on the survey to gather 


   data on literacy background. At the moment of enrollment, students should 


   be asked about their literacy backgrounds.


   Students sometimes enroll in English instead of ESL because of outside 


   support programs such as work training, rehab.


   Efforts are being made to coordinate with Culver High, which has 300 ESL 


   students who graduate and enter West LA expecting to enroll in English, 


   not ESL. The curriculum meeting will focus on developing a dialogue with 


   math, science to develop a hybrid course that would be degree applicable 


   under the ESL Top Code. Whether students take two semesters of 


   developmental English or two semesters of ESL, the courses are still not 


   degree applicable. 

Thanks to Emily Lodmer (Santa Monica College) and Alicia Munoz (Cuyamaca College) for assistance with the minutes.

Submitted by Jan Frodesen, ESL Lead Faculty

