IMPAC Regional Meeting 1/29/2005

Northern California Area

Agenda and Minutes for CIS Breakout

Present:  Tom Boegel, City College of San Franciso; Anthony Villegas, College of Alameda; Tim Hill, San Jose SU; Sue Palm, Cosumnes River College; Sam Gill, San Francisco SU; Dan Manson, Cal Poly Pomona; Ojung Kwon, CSU Fresno; Gail Corbett, CSU Chico; Marjory Duffy, Cosumnes River College; Dennie Von Tassel, Gavilan College; Diane Mayne-Stafford, Grossmont College; Dennis Mohle, Fresno City College; Barry Pasternak, CSU Fullerton

1. Review notes from previous local meetings

The group reviewed the notes from the Southern Regional meeting and took issue with the proposed draft statement regarding enrollment issues.  See the enrollment issues section below for details.  

There was a general agreement that the proposed GE course on Internet Security would belong at the upper division level and so does not fall within the boundaries of the IMPAC process.

A note was made that the CIS grid is now out of date and needs to be updated.  Diane will find out how that can be accomplished.

2. Discussion of proposed CAN descriptors and learning objectives

Barry gave an update on the status of the CSU Lower division Transfer Project.  Information Systems will have the same set of transfer classes as Business.  

Business CAN6 is in that list and is expected to remain.  However there are differences among the universities as to how they treat CAN6.  Some have it as a lower division class, others have two similar classes, one lower and one upper division, and for some CAN6 is a remedial course.  This is confusing, but at present we do not see clearly how CAN6 will develop. Several of the CSU’s expect to have a test for CAN6 and there is a move to give up the CAN6 course as a part of the lower division requirements in order to meet the 120 units for a degree requirement.  At the same time there was general agreement that the content of the CAN6 course is very much needed by the CIS students, particularly the Excel portion.  CSU Fullerton requires their students to take a MOUS test to prove competency.  There was also a general agreement that there is a need to make CAN6 more of a problem solving and critical thinking course.

The LDTP did agree that an Introduction to Programming course can be used for transfer to the five campuses that have a separate IS degree.

The group worked on learning objectives for CAN6 and the proposed five new CAN courses.  See the attached CAN descriptors for details.  

3. With which other groups should we meet?

The group did not want to meet with any other discipline today.

4. Assignments/plans for state meeting

Diane will bring the amended CAN descriptors.  Dennis agreed to help  with learning objectives for the Java course.

5. Other items?

a. Enrollment

i. There was a general feeling that the decline in enrollment seen in the past few years is beginning to reverse itself.  CSU Chico, in particular is seeing an increased enrollment and it seems that the turn-around is starting in the northern part of the state and moving south.  This group strongly urged that the statement should be withheld because it might cause potential students to turn elsewhere if they think there is an enrollment problem.

ii. The group agreed that our discipline is subject to rapid changes in the industry and that our real problem is in being able to offer classes that are relevant to the current and future market place.  We do need to make sure that the curriculum process supports these rapid changes in the discipline.

No time remained to discuss these issues

b. Trends

c. Online class issues

