Notes on IMPAC meeting – CIS

Sacramento

Jan 31, 2004

Attendees:  Diane Mayne-Stafford, Grossmont College; Roberta Baber, Fresno City College; Marjorie Duffy, Cosumnes River College; John Shirley, Folsom Lake College; Cary Yanagi, Merced College

The CIS instructors met to discuss the proposed CAN descriptors for Introduction to programming, C++, C#, JAVA, and VB.NET.  Since none of the group actually teaches these courses, those present agreed to take the proposed descriptors back to their colleges and solicit input from their colleagues.  This should be available before the February Central regional meeting.  We would like to know why libraries are included in the C++ descriptor but not in the C# descriptor.  The group felt that keeping the language used in the Introduction to Programming descriptor generic is important so that we can take advantage of new languages. 
There was a brief discussion of learning outcomes and the need to add these to the CAN descriptors.  The group felt that it should be an easy task to complete these because in the CIS area there are measurable learning outcomes that can be readily related to the course objectives.  In related disciplines learning outcomes are being developed as knowledge units defined by professional organizations in that discipline. 
A brief discussion of online courses showed that there is a great demand for this delivery method and the group also felt that online course are being unfairly criticized by some people.  It was felt that there is often more rigor in online classes and techniques are being developed to use new technologies to ensure academic integrity.  There is an issue of students being unprepared or unsuitable candidates for online classes.  Various methods of advising, testing and preparing students were discussed.  One member suggested that online success techniques should be added to the college success or orientation courses, while others want a separate course as a prerequisite.
The current Introductory class (CAN6) was discussed from two aspects, the need to ensure that students are prepared for the class and the need for a “test-out”.  Of the colleges already giving credit by exam only about 1-2% of students want to take the exam and of those less than 76% pass.   Some colleges are using the Computer Drivers License test, but this is very expensive and would probably need some industry partners to subsidize it.  CLEP is another possible “test-out” exam.

The discussion ended with some current trends, such as the need to develop new courses on forensic security.

