IMPAC Bay Area Meeting for Business Administration

October 25, 2003
San Jose Sheraton Hotel

Meeting Notes
Participants: Nancie Fimbel, CSU San Jose - Associate Dean; Sam Gill, CSU San Francisco – Faculty; Christopher Lubwama, CSU Hayward - Associate Professor; Rochelle Olive, College of Alameda – Faculty; John Tarjan, CSU Bakersfield – Professor; Steve Ugbah, 
CSU Hayward – Professor; Walt Unti, Napa Valley College - Part-time Faculty; Linda Whitten, Skyline College - Assistant Professor; Anthony Zambelli, Cuyamaca College - Lead Faculty

Overview of IMPAC 
IMPAC (Intersegmental Major Preparation Articulated Curriculum) project was created to ensure that students transferring from the community colleges to UC and CSU are prepared for work in their chosen major and can avoid having to repeat coursework. Faculty from the three higher education systems meet regionally to discuss issues, concerns, and academic procedures that impinge upon students attempting to transfer. 
IMPAC is coordinated by ICAS (Intersegmental Committee of Academic Senates) which represent the faculty of the University of California, California State University, and California Community Colleges, through their respective Academic Senates. 
IMPAC’s goal is the improvement of student transfer by involving faculty in ensuring that all students are well prepared for upper division work. Students should be able to avoid unnecessary course work prior to transfer, take all required courses before transfer, and not have to repeat courses taken at the community college once they have transferred. 

IMPAC seeks to achieve its objectives by increasing intersegmental faculty collaboration, strengthening the alignment of curriculum and the rigor of its delivery, building trust among faculty of the three segments, and serving students whose education is a shared mission of both the sending and receiving institutions.

Overview of IBAC 
IBAC (Intersegmental Business Articulation Council) is a faculty group established by ICAS to develop a target lower division business transfer curriculum. Members were selected from faculty across business disciplines from throughout the state.

Recognizing that university degree requirements are the prerogative of individual campus faculty, recommendations from IBAC will be sent to individual university campus faculty for consideration. 
IBAC was created to reduce the expense in terms of time and money as well as frustration and limiting of options faced by transferring students by preventing inconsistent and unclear major preparation requirements.

Through both the CSU Core Alignment and IMPAC projects in business, it became clear that while lower-division business major foundation requirements are fairly standard across the state, some important differences exist, causing problems for both students and community colleges offering lower-division foundation courses.  
In addition to getting core alignment, it is the goal of IBAC to develop descriptors for the courses in the common core. Course descriptors will be distributed widely to the CSUs and the CCs for review and then be submitted to the CAN process. 

Draft descriptors were distributed at the meeting for review by the participants. The goal is to get descriptors that cover no more than 80% of the courses aligned to be aligned.
CSU will be up for re-accreditation, AASB, a lot of assessment will be done, looking for a CSU a system-wide assessment test,
Discussion of Transfer Core Curriculum

Introduction to Business: many community colleges offer the class as a gateway class into the business program. Unfortunately, most CSUs have stopped offering the class, meaning that the class doesn’t meet any lower division transfer requirements. It was agreed that the class could be a useful one for transfer students, but given unit restrictions for the baccalaureate degree, the CSUs don’t have any room to add the class.
Business Communication: the course is offered at the lower division level at some universities and at the upper division level at others. It was agreed that a descriptor for Business Communication could be reviewed and submitted to CAN to transfer to CSUs that continue to offer the course at the lower division level. 

Business Law/Legal Environment of Business: some CSU Business programs require students to take Business Law at the lower division level, while others require the Legal Environment of Business. The numbers are pretty much equal, and the faculties involved feel very strongly about the courses offered at their respective schools. An attempt will be made to create a course descriptor that might satisfy both.
Business Calculus/Finite Mathematics: similar to the law classes, some CSUs require Business Calculus for lower division preparation while others require some form of Finite Mathematics. It is hoped that we may be able to encourage everyone to accept a combination of the two.
Community College Perspectives/Issues

Community college faculty agreed that the adoption of a common core transfer curriculum would benefit transfer students. Most community colleges can’t afford to offer two courses in law or mathematics or try to build a transfer degree for each CSU business program. A transfer degree would assist students by allowing them to self-advise. It is important that once adopted, the core curriculum not be changed without plenty of warning so that community colleges are able to adjust their programs.
University Perspectives/Issues

Some CSU and UC faculty are concerned about rigor in the lower division transfer preparation classes offered at community colleges. In order to get them to agree to a core curriculum, then some assurance that a letter grade given at a community college is equivalent to the letter grade granted at the receiving institution. It was pointed out, that on average, community college transfer students perform better at the upper division level than do native CSU students.

Another issue that concerns CSU faculty is the use of the term course CSU/UC transferable in community college. That designation often confuses students into thinking that if they take a course with that descriptor, they are led to falsely believe they have somehow met some lower division requirement for transfer.
Meetings with Other Disciplines
Mathematics: the business faculty met with the mathematics faculty to discuss Business Calculus and Finite Mathematics. Community college mathematics instructors felt they could offer either of the two courses, but that it wouldn’t be feasible to offer both.






