IMPAC South Area Meeting for Business Administration

November 13, 2004

LAX Sheraton Gateway
Meeting Notes

Participants: Dennis Butler, Orange Coast College; David Candelaria, Mt. San Jacinto College; Betty Chavis, CSU Fullerton; Linda Fraser, CSU Fullerton; Gary Grudnitski, CSU San Diego; Carol Grutzmacher, CSU Long Beach; Richard Gunther, CSU Northridge; Sophie Lee, CSU Long Beach; Brett Miketta, Glendale College; George Neranchi, City College of San Francisco; Richard Parry, CSU Fullerton; John Tarjan, CSU Bakersfield; Kenyetta Tribble, Contra Costa College; Bill Weisgerber, Saddleback College; Diane Young, Glendale College; Anthony Zambelli, Cuyamaca College

Overview of IMPAC 

IMPAC (Intersegmental Major Preparation Articulated Curriculum) was created to align curriculum, enhance academic rigor, and increase trust among community college, University of California (UC) and California State University (CSU) faculty. IMPAC brings together faculty from the three segments to discuss ways to reduce impediments to transfer. 

IMPAC is coordinated by ICAS (Intersegmental Committee of Academic Senates) which represent the faculty of the University of California, California State University, and California Community Colleges, through their respective Academic Senates. 

Overview of IBAC 

IBAC (Intersegmental Business Articulation Council) was established by ICAS to develop a target lower division business transfer core curriculum. In addition to getting core alignment, IBAC will work with the IMPAC business faculty to develop descriptors for the courses in the common core. Course descriptors will be distributed widely to the CSUs and the CCs for review and then be submitted to the CAN process. IBAC will also develop a mechanism that keeps course content current which may include yearly meetings that may coincide with IMPAC meetings.

Overview of LDTP (Lower Division Transfer Pattern) Project

The Lower-Division Transfer Patterns (LDTP) project is a joint effort of the Academic Senate CSU and the CSU Chancellor’s Office. Its central purpose is to help community college students transfer to the CSU by through an efficient pattern of classes, so that they may graduate in a more timely fashion and without having taken excess units. 

The project goal for the 2004-05 academic year is to identify a pattern of lower-division coursework to be taken in community college for Business transfers and each of up to thirty additional high-demand majors. It will take a 75% vote of CSU representatives to adopt a system wide lower division transfer preparation requirement. Although no CSU will be required to change their lower division requirements, it is likely that CSU Schools of Business will converge on the accepted core. The hope is that the LDTP will adopt IMPAC recommendation.

Beginning in fall term 2006, students who take the recommended path may be given priority admission when they transfer to a CSU campus. 

Similar projects have successfully been undertaken by the CSUs and community colleges. For example, IGETC and general education area breadth provide students with a general education requirement that is accepted CSU-wide. 

Transfer Core Curriculum

The courses to be included in a common core business transfer preparation have been discussed at IMPAC meetings for the two years. There is widespread agreement that the following courses constitute the common core curriculum:

· Financial Accounting

· Managerial Accounting 

· Probability and Statistics 

· Legal Principles and Environment of Business

· Microeconomics 

· Macroeconomics 

· Quantitative Methods for Business

· Computer Productivity Tools Proficiency (by course or exam)

Two other courses have been discussed for inclusion in the target core but no consensus has been reached.  As a part of the IBAC process, we plan develop descriptions for these courses also:

· Introduction to Business

· Business Communications

Community College Perspectives/Issues

Community college faculty agreed that common core would benefit transfer students and that most community colleges can’t afford to offer two courses in law, mathematical methods, etc. Many community colleges have already developed or are trying to develop a business transfer degree that includes general education transfer requirements and lower division preparation. 

University Perspectives/Issues

CSU faculty are concerned about transfer students being adequately prepared for upper division work.  It was pointed out that community college transfer students tend to do as well as students who start at CSUs. 

Another concern is Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB) accreditation. The AACSB requires that at least 50 percent of coursework must be taken at home campus.

Breakouts to Review Course Descriptions

Introduction to Business

Business Communications

Timed writing – comprehensive business cases – courses may not have enough content – need timed writings – not enough emphasis on writing – too much on writing

Good correlation with information literacy (research techniques) and success – should this be a system wide requirement







