Minutes of the IMPAC for Religious Studies Meeting

Los Angeles, California

19 November 2006
Notes taken by Joel Zimbelman, IMPAC Lead for Religious Studies

The following people attended the November 19 IMPAC Religious Studies meeting:
· Jerry Caplan, Moorpark College

· Janice Daurio, Moorpark College

· Stephen Felder, Irvine Valley College

· Jack Jackson, San Bernardino Valley College

· David White, UC Santa Barbara

· Gwyneth Mapes, Grossmont College

· Richard Mahon, Riverside Community College
· Christine Jamshidnejad, Articulation Office, Diablo Valley College

· Joel Zimbelman, CSU, Chico

This was the first official meeting of the autonomous RS IMPAC project, though some of the attendees (Mahon, Mapes, Zimbelman) had been present in April 2005 at the Humanities IMPAC meeting, where we discussed RS IMPAC issues and received permission to establish an RS IMPAC project.
Richard Mahon provided an overview of the goals of IMPAC and some background issues concerning the Lower Division Transfer Pattern (LDTP) that is being developed between the California Community Colleges and the CSU Campuses. More on this in my afterword.
The nature of the April 2005 discussion was summarized by Mahon, Mapes, and Zimbelman.  

The bulk of the meeting time focused on the feasibility of establishing a nine-unit package of courses that might be transferable from California Community Colleges to all RS programs in the UC and CSU systems. Everyone at this meeting (and at the April 2005 meeting as well) agreed that it would be ideal (for transferring students as well as for articulation officers and for RS programs and departments that are seeking to establish more majors and stronger programs) if such a consensus could be developed.  Zimbelman provided information that summarized a) the scope of RS course offerings from all Community Colleges (developed last year by Mahon); and b) the general structure, course requirements, and contact persons at all known RS majors in the CSU and UC systems.  

The participants at the April 2005 meeting and at this meeting came to a consensus on three issues.  

First, they agreed that IMPAC would be most likely to attain its goal of a religious studies community college transfer curriculum if the RS programs/departments in the CSU and UC could agree that students completing the following nine units would be able to transfer their work into these programs. 

· A survey course in Religions of Asia

· A survey course in Western Religions

· A course dedicated to an Introduction to the Study of Religion

This did not preclude some UC/CSU departments/programs accepting other courses into their major program; but this would establish both a baseline and a shared set of courses acceptable to all programs. 

Second, the participants agreed that UC and CSU departments/programs would eventually have the prerogative and responsibility to specify general content, pedagogical, and formal requirements (type and amount of writing, course objectives, etc.) for these classes.  Additionally, it was recognized that there might have to be some assistance for some community college campuses to help develop or expand these offerings.  Strategies were discussed on how this might be accomplished (including regional workshops for developing syllabi, classroom plans and materials, etc.), but it seemed a bit premature to spend too much time on this until there was official agreement that the courses mentioned above would be accepted by all CSU and UC programs/departments. 

Third, the participants recognized that an idealized transfer packet of thee courses might for a time (two-three years) run up against the hard realities of community college course offerings and resources.  A survey of the actual community college offerings revealed that, while many campuses do offer some combination of these courses, most do not offer all three; and in some cases a more comprehensive survey course in World Religions (both Asian and Western, as well as in some cases indigenous traditions) replaces one or both of the Asian and Western courses.  Thus, the participants urged that, for the time being, UC and CSU programs/departments consider accepting on at least an interim basis a World Religions course in lieu of one of the first two courses listed above. 
Fourth, the participants discussed strategies on how to bring into the conversation on this issue those departments or programs that have not been part of the conversation to this point.  In addition to the participants in this meeting, there were individuals at the April 2005 meeting from Los Rios CC, San Jose State, Long Beach State, Grossmont College, Riverside Community College, CSU, Chico, and LA City College. Zimbelman volunteered to contact representatives of all of the RS programs/departments personally in early January to invite them to send representatives to the IMPAC Statewide meeting on January 21 in San Francisco.  Because this meeting coincided with the Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion in Philadelphia, IMPAC administrators have given permission for RS representatives from all programs (not just the Northern campuses) to convene in San  Francisco for further discussions at the January meeting. 

Fifth, participants agreed that once a decision is made about which community college courses will be accepted on transfer to the RS programs in religious studies at CSU and UC campuses, a coordinated effort will need to be undertaken to develop promotional material for students and to work with articulation officers at the community colleges to help in the smooth transfer of units.  Christie Jamshidnejad volunteered to assist Zimbelman and others in developing an information brochure, advising sheet, or other helps so that students and faculty at community colleges, the UCs and the CSUs all have a better appreciation of how the Religious Studies IMPAC agreement works. 
Finally, the participants agreed that much work remains to be done to smooth out an agreement that will be acceptable to all 18-20 programs in religious studies in the CSUs and UCs. Zimbelman urged that representatives from all of these program aim for a “fast track” and unambiguous acceptance of the nine identified units and classes by all campuses.  In other words, campuses should recognize that there is a consensus developing that is supporting this transfer pattern for to all campuses.  However, it was recognized that some UC or CSU campuses might be willing to accept under petition this work from community college students but might not wish to change the official structure of their major.  Others might permit this work as bona fide prerequisite work, but not transfer it directly into the major.  The goal of IMPAC is to aim for uniformity on the transfer of these units; but we recognize that some of these details will need to be worked out in the coming months. 

The goal is to seek consensus on this recommendation by February, and put these policies in place in the spring of 2006.
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